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FROM THE EDITOR 
 
It is interesting when you walk around the village to see who has already started to put up their Christmas 
decorations. I’ve just seen my first decorated house in the village and also in Brinkley. I haven’t noticed a 
decorated tree yet but I know that some families like to get them up at the beginning of the month, I guess it 
saves on the hoovering and dusting. As for us it will be the Sunday before Christmas when I’ll be putting our 
tree up. 
 
Talking of decorated Christmas trees, the village church is holding a Christmas tree festival again this year, 
over the weekend of 14-15 December. The church will be open on Saturday for everyone to see the 
decorated trees, so if you would like to add your own tree to the festival please contact Pat Smith, details are 
on the poster later in the magazine. 
 
Don’t forget to let me have anything you would like included in the December 2024/January 2025 issue 
please let The Editor by 16 January 2025 at the very latest. Articles can be emailed to: 
horseheathventure@gmail.com. To advertise your business please contact the Venture Team on 01223 
891086 for more details. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Dear Friends 
 
I don’t know how far you are on with your Christmas preparation, for some reason I don’t seem to be that far 
on with my preparations. I do try, if possible, not to think too hard about the Christmas celebration until after 
Remembrance Sunday, even if I am being assailed with seasonal merchandise in the shops. I have though 
today made a definite start today I bought five pillar candles, four Red and one White, these are our Advent 
Candles which our granddaughter will light on the four Sundays of Advent and Christmas day. It is one of 
our Christmas traditions and lighting the first candle marks the beginning of the vicarages run up to 
Christmas. I don’t know if you have any family traditions that mark the beginning of your Christmas 
celebrations, perhaps it is stirring the Christmas pudding mix on stir up Sunday, or it’s putting up the 
Christmas tree, or lighting up the outside of the house. Some people have told me that they don’t think that 
it’s really Christmas until the been to church on Christmas Eve for the Crib and Carol service.  
 
As a church, prior to Christmas Eve, we have two events in preparation; on 1 December (Advent Sunday) 
we have our Christingle Service at 11am and on the weekend of Saturday 14 and Sunday 15 we have our 
we have our Christmas Tree Festival with the display of Tree on the Saturday and a special Christmas Tree 
Service at 11am on the Sunday (If you don’t know what a Christmas Tree service entails why not come 
along and find out because at the moment it is as much a mystery to me). 
 
What you might use to mark the start of your celebrations will also depend on how you see the celebration. 
Calling it Christmas puts us squarely about  marking the birth of Jesus Christ, but I am under no illusion that 
except for some incredible coincidence, Jesus was not born on 25 December, and certainly not in 1 AD. The 
observance of Christmas on 25 December seems to have arisen in Rome in the 4th Century and the date 
was probably chosen to oppose the feast of ‘The birth of the Sun of righteousness” a celebration marking 
the time when the days start lengthening after the Solstice.  
 
The 25th December is whatever its origins the time when the Church has chosen to celebrate the Birth of 
Jesus. His birth came for Christians with the offer of eternal life, so, perhaps a mid-winter celebration of life 
at the darkest time of the year is appropriate.  So however, you are celebrating Christmas I hope they are 
lively and life giving.  I’m off now to sort out a Christmas Tree Service.  
 

A very merry Christmas to you all  
Love and prayers 

 
Ian 

Ian Fisher (Team Vicar) ian.fisher@btclick.com 

mailto:horseheathventure@gmail.com
mailto:ian.fisher@btclick.com
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ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH, HORSEHEATH 
 
We enjoyed several events over the Harvest season, starting with a well-attended craft morning for all ages. 
This helped to provide decorations for the Harvest festival on the following weekend. As a result, we sent 
food parcels and a donation of £110 to Haverhill Reach. One week later almost 60 people sat down to a 
splendid Sunday lunch in the Village Hall, raising over £600 for the upkeep of the Church. Thank you to all 
who donated so generously. 
 
We also had a family service for All Saints Day on Sunday 3 November and a traditional Remembrance 
service on Sunday 10 November. 
 
Dates for your diary:  
The Christmas season starts on Advent Sunday 1st December at 11am with our Christingle Service. No one 
is too young or too old to enjoy hearing the origins of the Christingle and assembling one of  their own. All is 
provided for you to make your Christingle so come along and join in. 
 
The next big event of the season will be the Christmas Tree Festival weekend on Saturday 14 and Sunday 
15 December. Anyone can bring a tree and erect it in church on Friday 13 December (or sooner by 
arrangement with Pat on 01223 892484). The church will be open from 10am until 4pm on Saturday with 
refreshments and drinks, hot and cold, throughout the day. There will be a three-prize Christmas Hamper 
raffle. Pop in at any time and stay as long as you like. 
 
The Christmas Tree Festival will end on the Sunday at 11am with a service of Carols and Stories to suit all 
ages as well as refreshments afterwards, culminating in the drawing of the raffle. We hope to see many of 
you there on both days - you can be sure of a warm welcome. 
 
Of course, Christmas would not be the same without our traditional Christmas Eve Crib and Carol service at 
6pm. To see the children place the figures in the stable, and hear the story of Jesus' birth in carols and 
readings is a yearly joy. Don't miss it! 
 
Church Wardens 
Pat & Nita 
 
Church Flowers and Cleaning 

Date  Cleaning and Flowers 
November 24 Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson 
December 1 Mrs Smith & Mrs Morris 
 8 Mrs Smith & Mrs Morris 
 15 Mrs Gouldstone & Mrs Morris 
 22 Mrs Gouldstone & Mrs Smith 
 29 Mrs Townrow & Miss Newman 
January 5 Mrs Townrow & Miss Newman 
 12 Mrs Mayes  
 19 Mrs Mayes  
 26 Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison 
February 2 Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison 
 9 Mrs McWilliam & Mrs Smith 
 16 Mrs McWilliam & Mrs Smith 
 23 Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson 

 
 
 

THANK YOU’S 
 
Maureen would like to thank the lovely people who helped her when she had a tumble at the beginning of 
October. Without your help she wouldn’t be on the road to recovery. 
 
Christine and Pauline would like to thank everyone who supported the Macmillan Coffee Morning they held 
in the garden on Saturday 29 September. With your generosity £467 has been sent off to the charity. 
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HORSEHEATH PARISH COUNCIL 
www.horseheath-pc.gov.uk (PLEASE NOTE NEW WEB ADDRESS) 

Facebook: Posts in @Horseheath - What’s On 
 
Please note our new email addresses: 
Dr John Howard, Chair cllr.jhoward@horseheath-pc.gov.uk 
Mr John Miles   cllr.jmiles@horseheath-pc.gov.uk 
Ms Jane Bunting, JP  cllr.jbunting@horseheath-pc.gov.uk 
Ms Niki Murray   cllr.nmurray@horsheath-pc.gov.uk 
Mr Terry Mundy  cllr.tmundy@horseheath-pc.gov.uk 
Mr Harper Brown  cllr.hbrown@horseheath-pc.gov.uk 
Mr Paul Hunt    cllr.phunt@horseheath-pc.gov.uk 
Ms Jess Ashbridge  clerk@horseheath-pc.gov.uk 
 
In general terms initial enquiries should be sent to either Jess Ashbridge or John Howard. 
A Parish Council meeting was held on Monday 11 November 2024. In attendance were five Parishioners 
and our District and County Councillors.  
 
Public participation – There were questions about the granting of planning permission to the Diocese for 
two houses north of the Church and the implications for the Glebelands. The details are not yet clear as the 
Section 106 requirements are still to be finalised. Once the S106 agreement between the District Council 
and Diocese is available a further public meeting will be organised.  
 
District & County Council news –websites www.scambs.gov.uk: www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk Email 
addresses cllr.harvey@scambs.gov.uk & HenryBatchelor@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 
Cambridge 2050 - Despite the mention of development in Cambridge in the budget, it seems to be the case 
that the current government has reduced Michael Gove’s proposed additional 250,000 homes to 100-
150,000. This is not dissimilar to the previously planned total for 2030; government support for the life 
sciences sector continues to be as strong. The proposed new Solar Farm between the A11, West Wratting 
and Balsham has been expanded to 1500 hectares; there is a consultation from the developer at 
https://kingswaysolarfarm.co.uk/proposals/ until midnight on 12 December.  
 
The Household Support Fund (https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/communities/support-with-the-
cost-of-living/household-support-fund) and the Small Business Support Grant 
(https://www.scambs.gov.uk/business/uk-shared-prosperity-fund/small-business-grant) continue.  
 
Our Local Highways Officer, Bradley Southwell, has moved areas. We are expecting a new appointment in 
the near future. The Cambridge South East Transport scheme to provide a new Park and Ride at the A11 
intersection with the A1307 and a new dedicated busway through Shelford and Stapleford to Cambridge 
South station has been re-started by Cambridge County Council; the next phase is assessment by an 
Inspector followed by a public enquiry.   
 
Planning – We await decisions on various drainage works and boundary treatments at the Barns south of 
Howards Lane (24/02906/S73), variations at Church Farm (24/03532/S19LB) and the determination for 
the Acorn Biodigestion plant – Spring Grove Farm (Withersfield Parish) SCC/0045/23SE – expected in 
February 2025. We discussed a new application for The Paddocks (24/03777/HFUL) which is a re-
modelling of a scheme already approved. No comments have been made. 
 
Public Bridleway 21 - this current application to re-surface the Roman Road – known as Public Bridleway 
21 – at the intersection with the new access road from the A1307 that will supply the Streetly Hall 
biodigester has been approved, we understand.  
 
Finally, Horseheath Lodge have filed a planning application to create a new leisure destination 
(24/04074/FUL) which might result in 13 new full-time jobs at the estate. This will be discussed at a Parish 
Council planning meeting in late November. Do look at this proposal if you can on the South Cambridgeshire 
planning portal. 
 
Neighbourhood Plan – we understand that progress is being made on the five specific areas constituting 
the plan, ie business and the local economy, ecology and biodiversity, green space mapping, the built 

http://www.horseheath-pc.gov.uk/
mailto:clerk@horseheath-pc.gov.uk
http://www.scambs.gov.uk/
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/
mailto:cllr.harvey@scambs.gov.uk
mailto:Batchelor@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
https://kingswaysolarfarm.co.uk/proposals/
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/communities/support-with-the-cost-of-living/household-support-fund
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/communities/support-with-the-cost-of-living/household-support-fund
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/business/uk-shared-prosperity-fund/small-business-grant
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environment and housing and people and the community. It is hoped a draft will be completed early in the 
New Year. The next meeting is Thursday 12 December in the Village Hall at 7.30pm. 
 
Biodiversity Policy – we are producing a new biodiversity plan which will be considered in more detail at 
our January meeting. This is a statutory requirement for all local councils. 
 
Horseheath Cricket Club – have completed the reconstruction of the wickets. It is vital that everyone 
keeps off the wicket – the square in the middle of the cricket pitch – for six months until mid-April.  
 
The Village Hall Playground  - the Parish Council has offered to take out a short-term lease (five years) on 
the playground to support the Village Hall committee in refurbishing the playground. This will be progressed 
with the Horseheath Village Community Association. 
 
The Linton Road Bus shelter – we are grateful to Simon Royle for refurbishing this. 
 
Grass cutting and verges – we have now received acknowledgement that the Parish Council will be 
responsible for verge cutting from the 2025 season. We are uncertain as to why the verge in the Haverhill 
Road has not been cut but have taken steps to rectify that.  
 
Flooding – we are still waiting for the County Council Flood team to discuss with us how we can improve 
flood management for the future. Once we have heard from them we will organise a meeting for all. The 
Parish Council would like to acknowledge the work done voluntarily by Noel Kusotera in clearing the 
culvert under the West Wickham Road. We know a lot of people will be very grateful. 
 
Speed watch – we have a new lighter speed watch gun and equipment which makes speed watch much 
easier to undertake and are delighted to have some new speed watch team members. Five speed watch 
team sessions have now been held. The Parish Council would like to thank all residents taking part. 
More members are always welcome - Please send all enquiries to cllr.jmiles@horseheath-pc.gov.uk.  
 
Our next scheduled meeting is MONDAY 13 January 2025. Topics will include Grant applications, the 
new Biodiversity Policy, progress on the Glebelands, our 2025 budget and the Precept for 2025-6. 
 
Please look at the Parish Council noticeboards, the Facebook page or www.horseheath-pc.gov.uk 
for up-to-date information, and email Jess Ashbridge or John Howard if you wish to comment or 
contribute. 
 
John Howard, Chair 
 
t: 01223 892001   e: cllr.jhoward@horseheath-pc.gov.uk Parish Council – pc@horseheath-pc@gov.uk 
Clerk – Jessica Ashbridge – e: clerk@horseheath-pc@gov.uk 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HORSEHEATH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN GROUP 
 
Chair – Jim Henderson Tel 07376062673 
Email – horseheathnp@horseheath-pc.gov.uk  
 
The Plan is additional to the South Cambridgeshire Local Plan which sets the requirements for new 
developments including housing, transport, infrastructure, climate mitigation and biodiversity. The creation of 
a Neighbourhood Plan will enable Horseheath residents to influence future developments in the Parish in all 
these areas.  
 
Objectives  
The draft objectives we have set for the Neighbourhood Plan are shown below and are subject to 
parishioners’ support. 
 

mailto:cllr.jmiles@horseheath-pc.gov.uk
http://www.horseheath-pc.gov.uk/
mailto:cllr.jhoward@horseheath-pc.gov.uk
mailto:pc@horseheath-pc@gov.uk
mailto:clerk@horseheath-pc@gov.uk
mailto:horseheathnp@horseheath-pc.gov.uk
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1. To identify appropriate sites for future affordable housing within the Neighbourhood Planning area 
2. To identify and formally designate village amenities, green spaces and infrastructure 
3. To ensure future development is in keeping with the established character of the village  
4. To ensure future building and infrastructure development is undertaken to the highest standards 

of energy efficiency reducing Horseheath’s carbon footprint  
5. To promote the Greater Cambridgeshire Landscape Character Assessment 2021 within the 

designated area enhancing habitats and biodiversity to protect Horseheath’s rural status 
 
We have had a number of survey responses which have been generally supportive of the objectives but 
would welcome further responses to ensure the widest possible support for the Neighbourhood Plan 
objectives. To make your views known, please complete the survey by scanning the QR Code below. 

 
Alternatively you can follow the link below and complete the survey there. 
https://horseheath-pc.gov.uk/parish-council/neighbourhood-plan/  
 
Latest News/Activity 
The Neighbourhood Plan Group last met on Thursday 7 November and the next meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday  12 December in the Village Hall. Please come along if you wish to make a contribution or if just 
want see what is happening. 
 
Work is now ongoing in the four areas shown below. 
 

• Business and the local economy 

• Ecology and biodiversity 

• Green spaces, people and community 

• The built environment and housing 
 
We are targeting the creation of a draft plan by the end of March 2025. There will be further communication 
on progress through the coming months. 
 
We anticipate this work will ensure that there are facilities for everyone in our community now and into the 
future; in looking carefully at everyone’s needs we believe we can bring our community further together. 
Your support for this work is very important and welcome – we can’t do it without everyone in the community 
sharing their ideas and aspirations. Please do get in touch! 
 
We had stalls at the Farmer’s Market & the Heyday  where some people took the opportunity to discuss the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
John Howard and I had a meeting with Hastoe Housing Association to review potential sites within the 
parish suitable for affordable housing. Further work is required to establish if any of the sites are viable.   
This will include discussions with the owners of the land to determine whether there is a willingness to sell 
the land for affordable housing. 
 
 
 
 
 

1ST HORSEHEATH BROWNIES 
 
At the beginning of term, we were joined by Sasha from Linton Rainbows. Sasha has fitted in really well and 
now you wouldn’t know she had only been with us for a couple of months. 
 
So far this term we have completed the first aid skills builder, levels 1 and 2, who knew that if you show a 
Brownie how to put on either a plaster or a bandage and sling that they will merrily work away for over half 

https://horseheath-pc.gov.uk/parish-council/neighbourhood-plan/
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an hour putting plasters and bandages on each other. They did look like they had been in a war zone but 
they had fun which is what Brownies is all about. 
 
After half term we started on our Christmas activities, we have already made gingerbread shapes and 
reindeers out of clothes pegs. We have angels out of dolly pegs, Christmas trees out of old reading books, 
and decorations for the church Christmas tree festival to make. We will also be joining 1st Linton Guides 
with a night walk around Linton followed by hotdogs. 
 
By the end of term Rosie and Isobel will have completed their Bronze awards and Emilia will have 
completed her Gold award, Emilia will then move up to 2nd Linton Guides in January.  
 
If you have been intrigued by what you have read about the Brownies and you have a 7-year old girl, or 
older, living in your home and think she might like to join us the please email me on 
horseheathbrownies@gmail.com or register her on www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-
your-daughter/ and I’ll get in touch. Also, if you have a daughter who is 5 years old, she could be a Rainbow 
or if she is over 10 years old then she could be a Guide, we have units in Linton that have spaces that they 
could join. Email me for more details. 

 
PAULINE and KATIE 
horseheathbrownies@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 
 

A604 CLUB 
 
The Club is looking forward to their Christmas dinner at the beginning of December having already enjoyed 
our fish & chip lunch in October. 
 
We were due to see the Christmas displays at Scotsdales in Shelford in November but only a few members 
managed to go as others were either away on holiday or ill with the retched cold that is going about at the 
moment. 
 
We have our bring and share lunch in January followed by our AGM in February. 
 
If you would like more details about the Club contact Pauline or Christine on 01223 891086. 
 
PAULINE, Secretary 

 
 
 
 
 

HORSEHEATH VILLAGE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
 
We have had a bustling few months preparing for the Christmas market and quiz night. Thank you all for 
supporting the market it was a lovely morning and the stall holders were very pleased. It was lovely to see 
the hall bustling with people and it had a real Christmas feel to it. 
 
The quiz is also filling up so should be a great night. 
 
We could not run these events without all your ongoing support and it brings much needed funds to help 
with the running of the hall. 
 
Our next big job is the window renovations. We are have sought 3 quotes for cleaning and repainting and 
now looking the funds and any grants we can seek to help. The Heyday and other events all help to make it 
possible to fund these jobs. 
 

mailto:horseheathbrownies@gmail.com
http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-your-daughter/
http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-your-daughter/
mailto:horseheathbrownies@gmail.com
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Our new committee members are settling in well and we are adjusting the roles to help suit the smooth 
running of the hall. Julie and Jo are now are new booking clerks and all enquires go to our email 
Horseheathvillagehall@gmail.com. Jackie has taken on the treasurer role, Linda remains as secretary and I 
as Chair. 
 
We are meeting in December to look at the next years events, works to the hall and all bookings. We hope 
to run a Burns night event at the end of January so watch out for the posters. 
 
We wish you all a safe and happy festive season and look forward to seeing you at our future events. 
 
Please feel free to contact us if you have any ideas or concerns or wish to join us in the committee. 
 
I want to especially thank all the committee members for their hard work and commitment and hope they 
enjoy a hard-earned rest over December. 
 
100 Club Winners: 
 

October: Siri Jefferies (£30) 
November: Susan Orwell (£30) 

 
MEL – Chairperson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CASTLE CAMPS C OF E (V.C.) PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Life in all its fullness 

 
It was wonderful to welcome the children back after their half term break and it has been a busy, but exciting 
couple of weeks in school. We are now preparing for Christmas, which is rapidly approaching. 
 
OFSTED Inspection: We are a Good School! 
Following our inspection by OFSTED on Monday 24 and Tuesday 25 September, I am now able to share the 
final report. We are delighted to tell you that OFSTED have judged Castle Camps to be a GOOD school in 
all areas. We are extremely proud of this positive outcome which is a testament to the commitment of our 
staff and governors, the support of our parents and carers, and of course, is a celebration of our wonderful 
children.  
 
It is an excellent report, particularly at a time when the benchmark for ‘Good’ is at such a high level and the 
education sector, as a whole, is experiencing significant challenges. The OFSTED inspection was thorough, 
robust and professionally rigorous. It included deep dives into specific subjects, lesson visits, discussions 
with staff/pupils, meetings with school leaders and scrutinies of children’s work. The inspectors met with 
senior leaders, members of the governing body, other external agents, spoke with parents, and reviewed 
documentation provided by the school, as well as the results from OFSTED questionnaires. It provided a 
360° view of our school from multiple perspectives.  
 
The report highlights the many strengths of Castle Camps, including our curriculum, our staff, and especially 
our children. The inspectors identified that ‘pupils display positive attitudes towards all aspects of school life’ 
and are ‘keen to learn’. It was highlighted that ‘leaders are determined that all pupils will achieve highly’ and 
that ‘the school is ambitious for all pupils.’ The curriculum for Personal Development was a key strength, 
with us just narrowly missing the category for Outstanding. The report identified one area for development, 
which is already part of our School Improvement Plan.  
 
Please take a moment to read our report, which can be found on the school website: 
OFSTED and SIAMS | Castle Camps CofE (VC) Primary School 
 
Wrap Around Care  

mailto:Horseheathvillagehall@gmail.com
https://www.castlecampsschool.co.uk/ofsted-and-siams/


11 

Following a consultation with parents, we are keen to establish Wrap Around Care at Castle Camps this 
academic year. I am pleased to report that we have now invited companies to tender for the procurement of 
wraparound care (Breakfast and After School Clubs) at school. The deadline for applications is 3pm on 
Thursday 12 December 2024 and we aim to have an outcome reported to parents by the end of term. 
 
Trip to Audley End House  
On Thursday 3 October all the children in Squirrel and Rabbit Classes visited Audley End to discover what 
life was like for the people in the past who lived and worked in the mansion. The children had a wonderful 
visit, which was made all the more special by everyone dressing up in fabulous Victorian costumes.  
 
Year 2 Linton Singing Festival 
The children in Y2 visited Linton Village College on Thursday 17 October to participate in the Linton Cluster 
Singing Festival. The children performed an autumn song to the other schools and enjoyed listening to other 
pupils perform from LVC and the Linton primary schools. 
 
Operation Christmas Child 2024 
This year, the School Council asked children participate in Operation Christmas Child. This is a hands-on 
way to support children in need across the world by filling shoeboxes with toys, personal care items, school 
supplies, and fun gifts - https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child. We 
collected 27 boxes in total. Thank you to our Squirrel Class teacher, Mrs MacBean, for delivering the boxes 
to the local collection point. 
 
Remembrance Day Service & Poppy Appeal  
Our Remembrance Day Assembly took place in the school hall on Monday 11 November. Afterwards, 
children in Deer Class participated in a special service at the WW1 memorial in Castle Camps, led by Revd 
Ian Fisher. All the children engaged well and listened in a very respectful manner. This year, we have raised 
£143.80 for the Royal British Legion through our sale of poppies and merchandise. Thank you to Mrs Cutter, 
for organizing this for us again.  
 
Children in Need – Friday 15 November 2024 
On Friday 15 November, we are invited the children to come to school in non-uniform. The children looked 
amazing and (to date) we have managed to raise £133 for Children in Need. 
 
Miss Alexandra O’Connor 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 

ARB ESTATES 
 
ARB Estates, Horseheath Lodge are excited to confirm the submission of a planning application in 
November to South Cambridgeshire District Council to convert the current disused agricultural buildings on 
the Estate which would offer 5 outdoor play zones covering approximately 20 acres an indoor play area, 
café, retail and education classroom facilities.  
 
The project would have huge economic benefits for the area creating approximately 13 jobs and also 
offering a range of affordable commercial units on site aimed at local entrepreneurs.  
 
In order to provide something for all ages, consultation relating to the design has been had with local 
stakeholders including Age UK, West Suffolk College, Local Parish councils, Granta School and Horseheath 
Brownies to name a few.  
 
The design would be unique to the Estate and some of the ideas put forward include  
 

• Pond dipping opportunities and water play, learning about the water capture taken from the roof 
space via water harvesting. 

• Animal encounters and experiences 

• Walled garden visits to learn about how the produce is grown and an opportunity to take home and 
eat. 

https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child
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• Sensory trails 

• Den building using trees from the Estate. 

• A permanent maze using willow, bamboo, straw bales etc 
 
The vison is to be a highly regarded and well-known destination location which provides a fun, exciting and 
educational day out whilst also providing affordable retail spaces for local businesses wishing to start a 
business of expand from the confines of working from home.  
 
Once (we hope!) planning is granted, the build would take approximately 2-3 years.  
 
For further information please email lauren@ggblandandproperty.co.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please find below details of when our surgeries will be open over the Christmas and New Year break. 
 
Please remember to order your repeat prescriptions in plenty of time so that you do not run out of your 
medication over the holidays. The table below shows you when you will be able to collect your prescriptions, 
depending on the date you place your order. 
 

Date Opening hours Repeat prescription schedule 

Friday 20 December Open as usual Place order today to pick up on 
Friday 27 December 

Saturday 21 December Open for pre-booked 
appointments only (Sawston) 

Place order today to pick up on 
Tuesday 30 December 

Sunday 22 December 
 

Closed Place order today to pick up on 
Tuesday 30 December 

Monday 23 December 
 

Open as usual Place order today to pick up on 
Tuesday 30 December 

Tuesday 24 December 
(Christmas Eve) 

Open as usual Place order today to pick up on 
Tuesday 31 December 

Wednesday 25 December 
(Christmas Day) 

Closed Place order today to pick up on 
Thursday 2 January 2025 

Thursday 26 December 
(Boxing Day 

Closed Place order today to pick up on 
Thursday 2 January 2025 

Friday 27 December Open as usual Place order today to pick up on 
Thursday 2 January 2025 

Saturday 28 December Open for pre-booked 
appointments only (Sawston) 

Place order today to pick up on 
Friday 3 January 2025 

Sunday 29 December 
 

Closed Place order today to pick up on 
Friday 3 January 2025 

Monday 30 December 
 

Open as usual Place order today to pick up on 
Friday 3 January 2025 

Tuesday 31 December 
(New Year’s Eve) 

Open as usual Place order today to pick up on 
Monday 6 January 2025 

Wednesday 1 January 2025 
(New Year’s Day 

Closed Place order today to pick up on 
Tuesday 7 January 2025 

Thursday 2 January 2025 Open as usual Place order today to pick up on 
Tuesday 7 January 2025 

Friday 3 January 2025 Open as usual Place order today to pick up on 
Wednesday 8 January 2025 

 
Don’t forget, there are Prescription Collection Points at Sawston, Linton and Shelford. Sign up today 
via cpicb.grantadispensing@nhs.net to pick up your medication at your convenience over the holidays, 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week – including Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New Years’ Day. 
 

mailto:lauren@ggblandandproperty.co.uk
mailto:cpicb.grantadispensing@nhs.net
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Be prepared for common health problems by keeping a well-stocked medicine cabinet at home. You 
can treat many minor illnesses such as colds and coughs, sore throats, and upset stomachs by having a 
supply of health care essentials such as pain relief (paracetamol/ibuprofen), cough and sore throat 
remedies, a first aid kit, upset stomach treatment, rehydration treatment and heartburn/indigestion treatment. 
Having these essentials at home will not only save you time and help you feel better quicker, but will also 
help save the NHS much needed resources. 
 
Your local pharmacist can offer you advice and guidance on the best treatment for you. They are 
available on every high street and in supermarkets, with many open in the evening and at weekends.  
 
Pharmacists can now also prescribe some medications under the “Pharmacy First” service. Please 
go to https://www.england.nhs.uk/primary-care/pharmacy/pharmacy-services/pharmacy-first/ for further 
information and eligibility criteria. 
 
Whilst we are closed, if you need urgent medical assistance please use the NHS 111 service. If you 
have an emergency that poses an immediate threat to life, please ring 999. 
 
For further information on available healthcare services, please go to www.nhs.uk or our website 
www.grantamedicalpractices.co.uk 
 
We wish you all a healthy and peaceful holiday season. 
 
 
SANDRA EAST, Head of Patient Services 
cpicb.grantapatientservices@nhs.net 

 
 
 
 
 

THE MEADOW SCHOOL, BALSHAM 

 
As the weather cools and the year begins to wind down, November has been a time for our school to focus 
on important causes.  
 
School Community Raises Funds 
This Remembrance Day, children and staff at The Meadow gathered around a giant poppy, holding their 
pennies as a symbol of respect for those who sacrificed their lives in service. After the two-minute silence, 
each child placed their donation on the poppy, understanding that these coins were a powerful gesture of 
remembrance and honour. 
 
In addition to this act of remembrance, the school also took the opportunity to raise money for Children in 
Need. Pupils were invited to come to school dressed in patterns—spots, stripes, leopard print, and more—
and bring a donation. We were delighted to raise over £170 for this important cause. 
 
 
Building our faith  
As part of our ongoing commitment to celebrating the diverse cultures and faiths within our school 
community, we would like to invite parents, guardians, and members of the Balsham village community to 
join us. If you come from a different religious or cultural background, we’d love for you to share a child-
friendly story or talk about a special celebration that’s meaningful to you. Whether it’s a beloved tale passed 
down through generations or a special festival that holds deep meaning for your family, we believe that 
sharing these stories and experiences can greatly enrich our children's understanding of the world around 
them. Not only do we aim to honour our diverse community, but we also want to foster a spirit of inclusivity 
and respect for each other's beliefs. 
 
If you would like to be included, please get in touch by contacting Mrs Anderson, RE subject lead, at 
kestrel@meadowprimary.org.  
 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/primary-care/pharmacy/pharmacy-services/pharmacy-first/
http://www.nhs.uk/
http://www.grantamedicalpractices.co.uk/
mailto:cpicb.grantapatientservices@nhs.net
mailto:kestrel@meadowprimary.org
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Additionally, if you have any skills or knowledge, you think would be valuable to share with the children at 
our school, we’d love to hear from you! We’re always looking to grow our network of enthusiastic and 
supportive volunteers to enrich the learning experiences of our students. 
 
FAYE FACER 
Assistant Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEST WICKHAM & DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB 
 
A Happy ‘Sustainable’ Christmas! 
With gardens going to sleep for the winter, the West Wickham & District Gardening Club are now turning 
their thoughts to how we can bring our homes to life with plants that excel in this chilly season.  
 
With this idea in mind, the events team are out and about, foraging in their gardens and local hedgerows to 
create a ‘Sustainable Christmas’ display at the West Wickham Christmas Fayre. The stall is designed to give 
visitors creative ideas for festive decorations at the same time as being kind to the environment. We’d love 
to hear about your own inventive ideas, so please do visit us on the Saturday 7 December from 2–4pm at 
the Village Hall for a chat to compare notes and share gardening tales.  
 
This year’s final event of the year is our Christmas social evening on Monday 16 December at 7.30 pm at 
West Wickham Village Hall. With a light-hearted gardening quiz, raffle and prizes as well as the traditional 
wine and nibbles for our end-of-year celebration we are hoping members old and new will come and join in 
the fun.   
.  
Membership for 2024-2025 runs from October to October. With talks, social events and garden visits, 
there is always something for everyone – experienced or novice.  Annual membership is £8 per person 
with discounts at local suppliers and half-price entry to RHS gardens.  
 
Contact Sue Boase on 07716 401646 for more information. 
 
General enquiries (email) wwdgc@westwickham.org 
 
SALLY COLLINS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:wwdgc@westwickham.org
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A J Pest Control Ltd 

Local Professional Service 

Member of NPTA 

Domestic/Commercial/Agricultural 

Experts in all areas of pest control 

 
Mice, Rats, Wasps, Bees, Hornets, Moles, Moths, Ants, 

Bed Bugs, Fleas, Flies, Squirrels, Birds, Woodworm. 

 
01799 542505 

07855 478824 

www.ajpestcontrol.co.uk 

Locally based in Debden 
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CHURCH SERVICES 
 

Sunday 1 December – Advent 1 

Bartlow 10am Advent Morning Worship Congregation led 

Horseheath 11am  Christingle  Revd Ian Fisher 

Castle Camps 4pm Carol Service with readings Revd Ian Fisher and congregation  

Sunday 8 December – Advent 2 

Castle Camps 10am Eucharist Revd Ian Fisher 

Barlow 10am Family Worship Cathy Watts 

Sunday 15 December – Advent 3 

Horseheath 11am Christmas Tree Festival Revd Ian Fisher 

Bartlow 6pm Parishes Evensong Revd Michael Wilcockson 

Sunday 22 December - Advent 4 

Shudy Camps 10am Eucharist Revd Ian Fisher 

Bartlow 4pm Carols Cathy Watts/Revd Michael Wilcockson 

Tuesday 24 December – Christmas Eve 

Horseheath 6pm Crib Service Revd Ian Fisher 

Shudy Camps 11.30pm Midnight mass Revd Ian Fisher 

Wednesday 25 December – Christmas Dy 

Castle Camps 10am Family Eucharist Revd Ian Fisher 

Bartlow 10am Family Eucharist Revd Michael Wilcockson 

Sunday 29 December – Christmas 1 

Shudy Camps 10am Team Eucharist Revd Ian Fisher 

Sunday 5 January – Epiphany 

Horseheath 4pm Evening Healing Service Lindi Kent LLM 

Bartlow 6pm Evensong Revd M Wilcockson 

Sunday 12 January – Baptism of Christ 

Castle Camps 10am Eucharist (PCC) Revd Ian Fisher 

Barlow 10am Family Service Cathy Watts 

Sunday 19 January – Epiphany 2 

Horseheath 100am Eucharist (PCC) Revd Ian Fisher 

Sunday 26 January – Epiphany 3 

Shudy Camps 10am Eucharist (PCC) Revd Ian Fisher 

Sunday 3 February – Candlemass 

Horseheath 4pm Evening Healing Service Revd Ian Fisher 

 
CHURCH WARDENS 

All Saints’ Horseheath St Mary’s Shudy Camps All Saints Castle Camps 

Mrs Pat Smith - 01223 892484 
Mrs Nita Miller - 01223 893250 

Mr Andrew Webb - 01799 
584489 

Mr David Neal - 01799 584264 
Mrs Patricia Haylock - 01799 
584254 
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VILLAGE DIARY 

 

 
November 27 Horseheath: Black Bin, Cardinals Green: Blue and Green Bins 
 30 Quiz Night, Horseheath Village Hall, 7pm 

December 1 Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Smith & Mrs Morris 
  Christingle Service, All Saints Church 11am 
 4 Horseheath: Blue and Green Bins, Cardinals Green: Black Bin 
 8 Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Smith & Mrs Morris 
 11 Horseheath: Black Bin, Cardinals Green: Blue and Green Bins 
 12 Neighbourhood Plan meeting 
 15 Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Gouldstone & Mrs Morris 
 16 West Wickham & District Gardening Club – Christmas social 
 18 Horseheath: Blue and Green Bins, Cardinals Green: Black Bin 
 22 Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Gouldstone & Mrs Smith  
 23 Horseheath: Black Bin, Cardinals Green: Blue Bin 
 24 Crib Service, All Saints Church 6pm 
 29 Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Townrow & Miss Newman 
 30 Horseheath: Blue Bin, Cardinals Green: Black Bin 

January 5 Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Townrow & Miss Newman 
 8 Horseheath: Black Bin, Cardinals Green: Blue and Green Bins 
  A604 Club Bring and Share lunch 
 9 Neighbourhood Plan meeting 
 12 Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mayes 
 13 Horseheath Parish Council meeting 
 15 Horseheath: Blue and Green Bins, Cardinals Green: Black Bin 
 16 Neighbourhood Plan meeting 
 19 Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Mayes 
 22 Horseheath: Black Bin, Cardinals Green: Blue Bin 
 26 Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison 
 29 Horseheath: Blue Bin, Cardinals Green: Black Bin 

February 2 Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Miller & Mrs Harrison 
  Horseheath: Black Bin, Cardinals Green: Blue and Green Bins 
  A604 AGM 
 6 Neighbourhood Plan meeting 
 9 Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs McWilliam & Mrs Smith 
  Horseheath: Blue and Green Bins, Cardinals Green: Black Bin 
 16 Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs McWilliam & Mrs Smith 
  Horseheath: Black Bin, Cardinals Green: Blue Bin 
 23 Church Flowers and Cleaning – Mrs Newman & Mrs Pearson 
  Horseheath: Blue Bin, Cardinals Green: Black Bin 

March 6 Neighbourhood Plan meeting 
 
NB Note change of day for bin collection over Christmas and New Year, also green bin collections go 
monthly from December to at least March. 
 
 


