HORSEHEATH PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes
For the Parish Council Meeting held in Village Hall on Monday 11t September 2023
at 7.30pm.

Present: John Howard (Chairman), John Miles, Nichola Murray, Harper Brown, Terry
Mundy and Jane Bunting. In attendance: Jessica Ashbridge (Clerk), County
Councillor Henry Batchelor, District Councillor Geoff Harvey, and nine Parishioners,
in part.

The meeting started at 7.30pm.

Agenda
1. Chairman’s Welcome — The Chairman welcomed those present.
2. To accept apologies and reasons for absence — None.

3. To approve minutes - Parish Council Minutes of May 15th P: Clir Mundy, S: Clir
Brown, Abstain: 2, 4 in fav; Monday 10th July P: Clir Mundy, S: Clir Murray,
Abstain: 3, 3in fav.

4. To make any declarations of interest — None.
5. Co-option of a new Parish Councillor — Application letters had been received from
Jim Henderson and Paul Hunt. Following short presentations and a discussion, Paul
Hunt was co-opted unanimously.
6. Declaration of Acceptance of Office to be signed by co-opted Councillor.
7. Register of Member Interests: General Notice of Registerable Interests would be
completed and signed by co-opted Councillor. The co-opted Councillor was invited to join
the meeting for discussion but was unable to vote because the papers and declarations had
not been acknowledged by SCDC.

8. Public Participation — A Parishioner expressed concerns about the verges, and the
cutting programme. They had planted spring flowers. They felt that it was difficult to
see around the corners, particularly near Allington Terrace. Clir Howard advised that
the Parish Council had followed the Plant Life Guidance, and the County Council
were meant to follow No Mow May, and not cut the verges until September — bar the
corners for visibility, however they had carried out a cut in late May, and destroyed
the wild flowers.

A Parishioner asked whether street lighting could be considered at their end of the
village (Haverhill Road), as the footpath was very dark. It was advised that this could
be investigated. They also raised concerns about the static caravan and touring
caravan that had been placed in the field off the A1307, it was advised that it was a
Highways and Planning Enforcement matter.

A Parishioner advised that they had received information under the Freedom of
Information Act, on the day of the meeting. They then made a personal verbal attack
on ClIr Howard, using offensive and abusive language. The Parishioner was advised
by the Clerk that any complaints against Cllrs needed to go to the Monitoring Officer
at South Cambs District Council. Cllrs Bunting and Brown tried to calm the situation,
but the Parishioner was not listening. As they left the meeting, they threatened Clir
Howard.
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Cllr Howard thanked the Parishioners for their contributions.

9. District and County Council reports — Report appended. ClIr Batchelor offered
support for Cllr Howard and the rest of Horseheath Parish Council, advising that it
was a very well-run Council. He advised that the bin collection day would be
changing to a Wednesday, from the week commencing 18" September. The A1307
would be closed for 2 weekends at the beginning of October — it was reported that
the last closures had not shown up on Google Maps/SatNav. ClIr Batchelor would
feed that back to the logistics team. It was asked whether the County Council would
provide a rebate if the Parish Council did their own verge cutting, Cllr Batchelor
advised asking for this. The Highways team would continue to cut the A1307.

10.1 Planning applications requiring comments — None.

10.2 Status of planning applications at District Council

Address Reference Proposal Decision
Appletrees 23/02063/HFUL Removal of a single storey Approved
Cardinals Green | 23/02064/LBC C.20th extension and

Horseheath construction of a new one
Cambridgeshire and a half storey extension.

CB21 4QY Removal of an existing

detached garage structure
and erection of a new
detached garage and store.

Land South Off | 23/00050/REFUSL | Conversion of existing Awaiting Decision
Horseheath PP-11738561 buildings to 2 No. residential
Green dwellings. (Resubmission of

22/02566/FUL)

11.1 Parish safety audit — It was reported that the bus shelter on Linton Road needed
painting and the roof re-felting, and the picnic bench at Audley Way needed treating. ClIr
Miles was asked to seek a quote from Simon Royale. The Village Sign needed attention,
the Clerk was asked to check the records. Th missing sign on West Wickham Road had
been reported to Cambridgeshire County Council. The goal posts at Audley Way were
discussed, it was asked if these could be added to the Playground Survey that was being
organised by the Village Hall Committee, to establish usage. The Clerk suggested that if
only one goal was required the other could be used by the Abington Recreation Ground
Committee.

11.2 Coronation Mugs — Twelve mugs remained, eight had been sold. Clir Mundy gave
the Clerk £25 to deposit in the account.

11.3 Grass Cutting Tenders — The Horseheath Parish Council grass cutting regime
followed the Plant Life Guidance. Concerns had been raised by some parishioners about
the village looking untidy. It was determined for the Clerk to contact Nicola Burden,
Highways, to establish if a rebate would be received to cut the verges in the village and
Cardinal’s Green rather than Highways doing it — they would still cut the A1307. It was also
felt that the field behind the Village Hall would need to be maintained by the PC. To discuss
further in November.

11.4 Audley Way Play Area — Discussed in 11.1.

11.5 LHI — The LHI bid had been successful, the PC were awaiting contact from the
Highways Team.
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11.6 A1307 Forum — The next meeting would take place on 215t September. It was
requested that grass cutting was discussed, and also that there had been four accidents at
the turning to Withersfield, and whether the GCP could look into improving the safety of the
junction.

11.7 Policies — Planning Process moved to November.

11.8 Horseheath Village Community Association (HVCA) — ClIr Bunting reported that
the Playground Committee would be getting a survey out. The Summer Fair at the Village
Hall had been well attended. The window had been repaired, and the Christmas Fair would
take place on 9" November. Clirs Howard and Mundy met with representatives from South
Cambs District Council to discuss the field behind the Village Hall, it was felt that the field
could be leased to the VH on a 45yr tenancy. Horseheath PC would need to cover the legal
fees and the maintenance of the field.

11.9 Training — The Clerk would attend the annual CAPALC Conference. The cost was to
be split amongst the Councils, so it would cost £25.

11.10 Allotments — Two plots were available, Clir Miles had a contact that was interested.

12.1 Speedwatch & Moving Vehicle Activated Sign (MVAS) update - It was determined
that Clirs Howard and Murray would continue monitoring the MVAS and Speed Indicator
Device (SID) that was shared between the parishes. Speedwatch were looking out for more
equipment, and more volunteers. The Clerk advised that Little Abington Parish Council
were looking to move their equipment on.

12.2 Website — The Clerk would have a meeting with Cllr Miles to hand over uploading
documents to the website. Moving to .gov.uk domain was in hand, but may need to be
moved to a new provider.

12.3 Footpaths — The Clerk had been asked to email various landowners to ensure that
footpaths were passable. The Apex A1307/ Haverhill Road owner was incapacitated, and
the fence along the footpath by the Cricket Pitch had been removed.

12.4 Street Lighting — No update, other than the rate was reducing.

12.5 Glebelands = The planning application had been put back, as the architects needed
to employ a Heritage Consultant for maternity cover. It was hoped that the application
would be in by the end of September.

13. Burial Ground - It was determined to hold a working party in early October, and an
interim cut was needed, which would be added to the mowing tender. Rabbits had returned.
The records were up to date — spreadsheet and burial book.

14. Risk Assessment — Defibrillators were rescue ready on 11" September. They had new
pads and batteries fitted at the end of August.

15. Finance

15.1. To Approve Payments — £25 to Weston Colville Parish Council for the Clerk
attending the CAPALC Conference, 4hrs overtime for the Clerk’s work on FOI request. P:
Cllr Bunting, S: Clir Brown, All in fav.

15.2 Quarterly Accounts — The accounts were received.

15.3 Lloyds Banking Update — No update.

Receipts
Payment Date Description Amount
11.07.2023 Mugs £30
30.08.2023 Allotments Plot 4 £35

Payments since last meeting
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Payment Description Payee Amount

Date

24.07.23 Meeting rent 2022-23 Horseheath Village Hall | £270

24.07.23 Litter Picking Donation Horseheath Brownies £75

24.07.23 Treatment Burial Ground Crow Painting and £288
Gates Decorating

24.07.23 Bus Shelter glass repairs B&C Glass £166.45

31.07.23 Grass Cutting M L Partnership £366

14.08.23 Chairmanship Training CAPALC £50

14.08.23 Defibrillator pads/batteries Community Heartbeat £130.74

15.4 Account Balances
e Treasurer’'s account- £30,089.63 as of 30/08/2023
S106 Agreement - £1,696
Jim Johnson Memorial Fund - £1,307
Village Sign Maintenance Fund - £8,311
Burial Ground Maintenance - £4,428
Burial Ground Fund - £12,687

16. Matters for the Next Agenda — Mowing tender, Neighbourhood Plans,
Roles/responsibilities, Small Council Climate Action Plan.

17. Other meetings to be attended
Combined Parish meeting

Haverhill Area Forum

A1307 Forum

Dates of Next Meetings
13th November.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.32pm.

District and County Councillor’s Report — September 2023

New bin collection days

As of September 19" we will be getting a new bin collection day — which, for most in our
area, will be changing from Monday to Wednesday each week.

The reason for this is that the District Council hasn’t optimised its collection routes in some
years, meaning that the routs aren’t likely the most efficient. This change reflects the new
route optimisation work that has taken place.

The second reason is that the Council is extending its 4-day working week trail to the waste
collection service. The only change that we will see is the new collection day, the level of
service will remain the same — a collection every week.

The bins will still be collected on Monday up until September 19", when the new rota will
come in. It's important to know that everyone that will be affected by a change will be
written to directly. If you don’t receive a letter from the Council, nothing is changing for you.
New collection days can also be checked here - https://www.scambs.gov.uk/recycling-and-
bins/bin-collection-changes-from-september

Greater Cambridge Partnership STZ update
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The proposal by the Greater Cambridge Partnership (GCP) that we had put to us last year,
which offered vast improvements to our public transport network being implemented now,
with the caveat that it would eventually need to be self-funded. This was proposed to come
in the form of road-charging in Cambridge City, coming into force in 2-3 years’ time after the
bus improvements. There was a, very lengthy, public consultation undertaken at the back
end of last year and the results of which have formed an updated proposal, which was
published at the end of August.

This can be seen here - https://www.greatercambridge.org.uk/news/making-connections-
revised-proposals-to-keep-cambridge-moving

The next steps are that the GCP Assembly and then Board need to make a decision on
whether to take these new proposals forward to the next stage of the process. This will be
decided on September 28™.

A1307 Works

The works to the A1307 continue and the work on the new roundabout at the Bartlow Road,
Linton junction are proceeding. To complete these works there will have to be another
weekend closure of the A1307, with the end of September/beginning of October being
mooted as a possible date. Once this work has been completed then the roundabout will be
able to open and there won'’t need to be any further road closures.

For more up to date information go to the Greater Cambridge Partnership website -
https://www.greatercambridge.org.uk/sustainable-transport-programme/public-transport-
schemes/cambridge-south-east-transport/cambridge-south-east-transport-phase-1-
background/cambridge-south-east-transport-phase-1-current-schemes

Cambridgeshire Priorities Capital Fund

The County Council have updated and rebranded the Communities Capital Fund that they
ran a few years ago. The fund is designed to support local communities in projects that
enable them to upgrade community buildings and assets. There is up to £40,000 available
in each bid. The Council are currently asking for an ‘expression of interest’ from those
community groups/parish councils that are thinking of applying. Full information, plus an
application, can be found on the website -
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/communities/cambridgeshire-priorities-capital-
fund

Community Gritting Scheme

Each year the County Council offers communities the chance to volunteer to assist with
gritting the roads in our area. The scheme allows people the chance to identify specific
roads/paths in their parishes that might benefit from some gritting, which currently aren't.
Full detail of the scheme can be found at -
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-
pathways/gritting-roads-cycleways-and-paths/help-with-gritting-and-clearing-snow
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