


[bookmark: _Hlk497918317]                                                             				 Horseheath Parish Council 

Email: clerk@horseheath-pc.gov.uk
13 The Green, Weston Colville, 
CB21 5NT
Minutes of the meeting of Horseheath Parish Council at 7.30pm on Monday 12th January 2026 in the Village Hall for the purpose of transacting the following business. Meeting documents are available at http://www.horseheath-pc.gov.uk
Present: John Howard, Terry Mundy, Harper Brown, Nikki Murray, John Miles, and Jess Ashbridge (Clerk). Also present in part 4 Parishioners, and County Cllr Henry Batchelor
1. Chairman’s Welcome – Cllr Howard welcomed those present, and wished them a Happy New Year.
2. To accept apologies and reasons for absence – Apologies were received from Cllr Bunting P: Cllr Murray, S: Cllr Brown, All in fav. Cllr Hunt was not present at the meeting. 
3. To approve minutes – from the Parish Council Meeting on 8th September P: Cllr Murray, S: Cllr Brown 4 in fav, and 10th November P: Cllr Miles, S: Cllr Brown. 5 in fav.
4. To make any declarations of interest - None
5. Public Participation – A report from the Cricket Club was received. They advised that there had been problems with frozen/burst pipes, but they had been sorted free of charge by a tradesman. The PC offered to pay for lagging the pipes. They thanked the Council for their support. Cllr Howard thanked them for all they were doing for the community.
A Parishioner asked about the situation with the playground, and where the PC funds had been spent, as the site had not been cleared, as was originally specified in the summer. It was advised that the PC would go back to HVCA.
A Parishioner raised the fencing that had been placed around the playground site, which was unsightly. There were concerns that the panels were being hired and costing funds.
Questions raised by a parishioner, were read out and answered – appended.
6. District and County Council reports – Report Appended. Food caddies would be delivered in September. The change was due to a change in the law by DEFRA, in how food waste was handled. A question was raised about the pothole contractors, and whether the contract was likely to be changed. Cllr Batchelor advised that due to the unitary council reforming, that it was likely that the contract would be extended, rather than tendering for new contracts, until the Council was reformed. 
7. [bookmark: _Hlk39518765]Status of planning applications at District Council – Planning application for White House West Wickham Road Horseheath 25/04971/HFUL was sent through on the day of the meeting. Cllr Mundy would look into the application, and comments would be collated via email. 
7.1 Planning Enforcement – The Stables, 22/02757/FUL. An update was received from Enforcement, that works had a stop order on them, and that the site would be investigated in a few months’ time. The Cllrs were disappointed by this response, as it was felt that the site was not safe. Cllr Howard would revert to the enforcement officer, seeking more urgent action. The fencing alongside the cricket field, had been moved to the correct side of the handrail. 

8.1 Grass Cutting – There was still no update from Highways re refund for the works. The Clerk would share the invoicing officer’s details with Cllr Mundy. The verges would be cut back by a meter, in accordance with the Natural England guidance.  
8.2 Horseheath Village Community Association (HVCA) – Report from HVCA – They were focusing on continuing to update and improve the hall, by running events. An application had been put in for the playground, including a garden area to the front of the area and the patio at the back to the Lottery fund. They hoped to include a sensory area and children's corner with a gazebo. The area had not been landscaped as it would be a waste of resources when they were hoping to reinstate a new playground and update the garden. They were using some funds monthly to cut back the overgrowth and start to tidy up the perimeter. 
The PC would ask about the spending in the summer to clear the playground equipment, as it did not seem that the job that had been quoted for, had been completed. A request had been made for a grit bin to be provided by the PC. The PC could only request them from the District Council to sit on DC/Highways land. HVCA would have to purchase one. Land behind VH – it was agreed in the past that the PC would instruct Solicitors to draw up the agreement with the District Council P: Cllr Miles, S: Cllr Brown, All in fav. 
8.3 Cricket Club – A report was received, it was determined to continue supporting the Cricket Club. 
8.4 Neighbourhood plan (NP) – No actions had happened since September, it was questioned whether the NP group should wait until the new unitary authority was in place, as localism seemed low down on the agenda. The District Council had been contacted in September, it was suggested that they were contacted again, following the publication of the draft Local Plan, which was very vague re NPs. Government had reduced funding for NPs. Green spaces could not be discussed until the Glebelands had been determined.
8.5 Glebelands – The s106 agreement was still not determined.  
8.6 Capitally Funded Highways Maintenance Scheme Bus shelters – New path and bus shelters on the A1307, had been requested, however there had been no feedback/update. 
8.7 Housing Needs Survey – No suitable areas had been identified in Horseheath, Russell Moore from Cambridgeshire ACRE would discuss with County/District Council – it was suggested that perhaps land could be acquired between the Parishes, for a larger number of affordable houses. 
8.8 Kingsway Solar – Targeted Consultation ending on 4th February, opinions were unchanged from the Consultation in the autumn. It was determined that a budget for supporting the legal battle, would be raised from contingency funds, as it was unclear whether the case would require assistance from a barrister. 
8.9 Acorn Biodigester – Following the refusal of the application. The applicants had not appealed, however there may be a resubmission instead, but the rules had been changed, and to resubmit, there would be a £20,000 fee, plus new ecology studies would be required. The PC would continue to offer support to Muck Off Acorn. 
8.10 Local Plan – https://www.scambs.gov.uk/news/have-your-say-on-the-future-of-greater-cambridge-consultation-on-draft-local-plan-opens comments would be collated via email, and submitted before the deadline on 30th January. 
8.11 Website – Cllr Howard had been added as an admin for the new website. He and the Clerk would continue to add content.  
8.12 Election – Parish Council elections would take place on 7th May 2026. Nominations papers would need to be presented to SCDC from 30th March – 8th April. The Clerk advised that the Council should budget £1,500 for an election. An article would be added to the Venture explaining the qualifications, and advised that if any Parishioners were interested in standing, and would like more information, that they should contact the Clerk or Chairman. https://www.scambs.gov.uk/elections/elections-2026 
8.13 Litter Pick – The British Spring Clean – 13th - 29th March. It was determined to carry out the Litter Pick on 21st March. The Clerk would request that a litter pick occurred on the A1307.
8.14 Asset and risk register – Cllr Miles was asked to contact Simon Royle to replace the handrail, at the cricket pitch. It was determined that Cllrs Howard and Brown would carry out the inspection in April or May. 
8.15 Trees – A commemorative blossom tree was available to remember the Covid 19 pandemic, the six free trees offer were also available through SCDC ZCC initiative. It was determined that there was no land available this year.

9.1 Speedwatch & Moving Vehicle Activated Sign (MVAS) update. The MVAS was back after 9 months at the supplier, for repairs. It had been outside the Old Red Lion, from the end of November and during December - 27% of over 3,700 vehicles were speeding, but the data showed that vehicles were slowing down due to the sign. The sign was located by College Farm until end of January. 
9.2 Footpaths – Footpaths were accessible, bar one, that required marking with a tractor tyre, Cllr Mundy would send details across to the landowner. 
10. Burial Ground – 3 bird boxes had been put up last year, it was determined to add more bird boxes, a bug hotel, and a bat box. Cllr Mundy would identify a supplier, and the Clerk would place the order.
11. Risk Assessment – The defibrillators were rescue ready. The handrail at the Cricket Pitch would be replaced. 

12. Finance
12.1. To Approve Payments –
12.2 Accounts – The quarterly accounts were received.
12.3 Budget – The budget for 2026/27 was determined. P: Cllr Miles, Cllr Brown, All in fav. 
12.4 Precept – It was determined to raise the precept to £20,000 from £18,590, which was a 7.5% raise, approximately £10 per household. P: Cllr Mundy, S: Cllr Brown, All in fav
12.5 Earmarked Reserves – Jim Johnson Memorial Fund – to check what it was for.
12.6 Internal Audit – It was determined to instruct CAPALC for the internal audit for 2025/26. P: Cllr Miles, S: Cllr Murray, All in fav.
12.7 Saffron Building Society Account – It was determined to change the SBS savings account, as the interest was very low on the present account. It was determined to move all the savings to an online instant access account at SBS, with 3.6% variable interest. Currently Unity offered 2.1%. P: Cllr Mundy, S: Cllr Brown, all in fav.

Receipts 
	Payment Date and Detail
	Amount

	25.11.2025 DWP Access to Work repayments
	£410.25
£1,218


Full receipts/payments listed in the accounts file.
[bookmark: _Hlk39520722]12.2	Account Balances 
· Unity Treasurer’s account	- £3,327.04 as of 31st December
· Unity Instant Access Savings Account - £35,583.77 as of 31st December. 
· Village Sign Maintenance Fund - £6,391		
· Saffron Building Society Burial Ground Fund - £17,553.35 31st December 2025

 
13. Matters for the Next Agenda – Election. 

14 Complaints - Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with 3d pursuant to Standing Order 11, it was resolved that the Public are excluded from any discussion on this item as it concerns complaints P: The Monitoring Officer had received complaints, no update or contact from the MO, despite chasing from the Clerk. 

Dates of Next Meetings – 9th March, Friday 8th May APM, 11th May, AM, 13th July, 14th September, 9th November.  

Parishioner emailed questions (Cllr Answers in bold).
Are the members of the Parish council committee fully aware of all the emails between myself and Cllr John Howard and Jess Ashbridge since the meeting September 2025? Yes.
Are they in agreement they are all seen as vexatious emails? Yes.
If not which ones are not seen as vexatious emails?
If any of the Emails are seen as NOT being seen as vexatious would the members of the parish council agree that Cllr John Howard and Jess Ashdridge resign from the parish Council for making false accusations? The Cllrs did not agree that Cllr Howard and the Clerk resign from the Parish Council. 
As the members of the Parish council committee you have a duty of care as everyone does in law.
If it is shown that the Parish Council Committee Knew that Cllr Howard or Jess Ashdridge acted in any way unlawfully and breached the duty of care, and broke any code of conduct should also resign from the parish council?
Being mindful ignorance is not a defence in a court of law?

A Response from Cllr Bunting was read out – 
Thank you for your question.
I am aware of the correspondence that has taken place between yourself, Councillor Howard and the Clerk since September 2025, and I am satisfied that both Councillor Howard and the Clerk have acted properly, lawfully, and in line with their respective roles, responsibilities, and the Council’s procedures.
You have asked the questions of us personally, so the following is from my opinion only. 
The repeated nature, tone, and content of your communications to me are vexatious. For clarity, this does not mean that questions or challenges are unwelcome; however, when correspondence becomes persistent, accusatory, and seeks to pursue the same matters after they have been addressed, it is appropriate for the Council to treat it as such.
I do not accept your assertion that any member or officer has made false accusations, acted unlawfully, breached any duty of care, or failed to comply with the Code of Conduct. Accordingly, there is no basis whatsoever for the resignation of Councillor Howard, the Clerk, or any other member of the Council.
I, as a parish councillor, take my legal duties seriously and I am fully satisfied that we as a council have discharged them appropriately in this matter. References to legal consequences, threats of liability, or assertions that “ignorance is not a defence” are noted, but they do not alter my position.
From my perspective, this matter is closed, and I will not enter into further debate on these points again and any future correspondence on the same issues may not receive a response.

District and County Councillor’s Report – January 2026
 
Grange Farm 
At the end of 2025, the District Council released their draft Local Plan – which is the 
development plan for the next 20 years and indicates the parcels of land in South 
Cambridgeshire & Cambridge City that they feel can accommodate housing and 
commercial development to feed the population and economic growth during this time. 
The major development in our area is called Grange Farm and has been well publicised in both local media, local authority press releases, public consultation events as well by as 
word of mouth. The proposal is for a brandnew town, which can accommodate up to 6,000 new houses. This would be a major development in our area, as it would represent a new town about 3 times the size of Linton. 
The reason this is proposed here is that the location is deemed to be ‘sustainable’, as it’s 
close to employment sites like Granta Park and Babraham Research Park and is also 
located on major roads – the A1307 and the A11. 
The public consultation on this draft document went live on December 1st and will run until 
January 30th. Please do encourage anyone that has a view on the Grange Farm site, or any of the others proposed, to engage with this. This is the first, and most important, 
opportunity that people will have to comment on the proposals. There are also a raft of in-person sessions where you can speak with a planning officer about anything specific. There is a list of all of the events, as well as the consultation form, on the Local Plan webpage – 
https://greatercambridgeplanning.org/localplan - the main local event that we have in our 
area has been arranged by the Parish Council and is on January 14th at 7pm in the 
Abington Institute, where planning officers will be presenting and taking questions on the 
Grange Farm site specifically. 
 
Local Government Reorganisation 
Following the submission to central government, by local authorities in Cambridgeshire, of 
their preferred geographic splits of what new unitary authorities would look like, we now 
wait until the government have digested this information. We will likely be asked for further 
thoughts, via a consultation, once government have whittled the possibilities down to, what 
they think are the most efficient/realistic. More to follow in the coming months. 
 
Kingsway Solar 
Thank you to all those who engaged with the public consultation last year, it was very 
important to get people’s comments into Kingsway, as these will all be sent to the planning inspector, who will be making the decision on this proposal. 
A slight update on national planning policy, which is relevant to Nationally Significant 
Infrastructure Proposals (NSIP’s), which the Kingsway Solar Farm is one of. Recently, the 
government have changed planning law to make the NSIP process quicker. Whether this is a good thing, or not, is yet to be seen but could be interpreted as speeding up delivery at 
the expense of scrutiny. 
If you want to read the full changes, you can do so here - 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-planning-and-infrastructure-bill/guide-to-the-planning-and-infrastructure-bill - but the main changes are: 
1.Accelerating infrastructure in particular Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects 
(NSIPs) 
2.Limiting the number of attempts at legal challenge against government decisions on major infrastructure projects 
3.Development corporations: Will be focused on New Towns and large scale development, the key elements to note is that the Act gives them transport powers. 
4.Strategic Planning (SDS): Spatial Development Strategies become a statutory 
requirement for Combined Authorities/ Mayoral Strategic Authorities 
5.A more strategic approach to nature recovery 
6.Changes to CPO process and land compensation rules to enable more effective land 
assembly through public sector-led schemes 
 
Weekly Food Waste Collection 
The changes to how our food waste will be collected will be implemented this year.  Every 
household will get a separate food caddy for all of their food waste, this will still be collected by the District Council in the same way that our bins currently are. The reason for this 
change is in response to DEFRA changing the law around how food can be disposed of, so locally we need to collect it separately to the waste in other bins, specifically the green bin. Full detail at -  https://www.scambs.gov.uk/news/greater-cambridge-councils-set-out-arrangements-for-new-weekly-food-waste-collections
 
Happy New Year 
Happy New Year to all of you. We hope you all had a restful Christmas period and are 
looking forward to working with you in 2026. 
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