


[bookmark: _Hlk497918317]                                                             				 Horseheath Parish Council 

Email: clerk@horseheath-pc.gov.uk
13 The Green, Weston Colville, 
CB21 5NT
Minutes from the meeting of Horseheath Parish Council at 7.30pm on Monday 9th March 2026 in the Village Hall for the purpose of transacting the following business. Meeting documents are available at http://www.horseheath-pc.gov.uk  
Present – John Howard, Terry Mundy, Harper Brown, Jane Bunting, Nichola Murray, and Jess Ashbridge (Clerk). Also present in part – District Cllr Geoff Harvey, 2 Parishioners, and a representative from Streetly Hall Farm.

1. Chairman’s Welcome – Cllr Howard welcomed those present. 
2. To accept apologies and reasons for absence – No apologies were received. Cllrs Miles and Hunt were not present at the meeting. 
3. To approve minutes – from the Parish Council Meeting on 12th January 2026. P: Cllr Murray, S: Cllr Mundy, All in fav. Flooring in the VH would be varnished, not stained. 
4. To make any declarations of interest – None.
5. Public Participation – Jim Johnson memorial fund was set up to support students from Horseheath, at Linton Village College. Concerns were raised about the field off the A1307, and what action enforcement was taking. Cllr Howard had advised that enforcement had visited the site several times, and were content that habitation would not be occurring. The Parishioners were not happy with the response, however the PC had acted as they could. Enforcement had advised that they had sent a letter to the owner. The Parishioner also queried The Stables development, and enforcement. There was a stop notice on the site, works had stopped for now.

A Parishioner asked about the Glebeland s106 agreement. The PC had been advised that the agreement was very close to be signed, and it was due later in March. Frustrations were raised due to the lack of information; however the PC were not involved in the decision making. Cllr Harvey was asked to chase what was occurring. Concerns were also raised about how any purchase and maintenance of the Glebelands would be financed. Cllr Howard said the precept had been raised appropriately to fund all the Parish’s responsibilities and negotiations with the Diocese would not occur until the s106 was completed.

Mud had been cleared from the road/footpath by a Parishioner, near Allington Terrace.
6. District and County Council reports – Report appended. Questions were raised about the quality controls about pothole repairs. Cllr Harvey advised that if potholes fell apart within 6 weeks, the contractors would not be paid. He also advised that the software for reporting faults was being updated. Cllr Harvey was asked about an update on Open Reach, he would ask. 
7. Planning Applications requiring comments
	Planning Reference 
	Address
	Proposal
	Decision

	26/00472/FUL

	Land At Horseheath Lodge, Dean Road, CB21 4PT
	Planning details
	Awaiting Decision


[bookmark: _Hlk39518765]Proposal was diminished from the previous application. It would have reduced car parking, for mini buses, not coaches, no café etc, and the farmyard would be developed for use for educational purposes, and create a supportive legacy for the community. It was felt that the proposal would not be detrimental in terms of traffic, it was a shame that the previous larger development including a café was refused. The PC voted to support the proposal for its community and educational benefits. P: Cllr Bunting, S: Cllr Brown, All in fav. 
Horseheath Lodge would be holding a tree planting session on 12th March, volunteers were welcome. 
7.2  Planning Enforcement – Stables, there was no update. 

8.1 Grass Cutting – M&L Partnership had carried out their first cut. There had still been no response from Highways about a financial rebate to the Parish after 2 years of asking.
8.2 Horseheath Village Community Association (HVCA) – An Open Evening was held in February, there was no update following the meeting. The HVCA had made an application to the National Lottery to fund the playground and awaited a response.
8.3 Land behind Village Hall – Communications started in 2024, the land behind the VH would be leased to the Village for 45 years, for a nominal fee. Solicitors had been sourced, confusion arose around who would be paying the fees, as the District Council had felt that the PC should pay their legal fees as well as their own. This had been corrected so that the PC would solely be responsible for their own costs. The legal fees would be £2,500+VAT, this was ratified. P: Cllr Mundy, S: Cllr Murray, All in fav. 
8.4 Cricket Club – The Fixture list was circulated, there were no further updates.
8.5 Glebelands – Answered above. 
8.6 Capitally Funded Highways Maintenance Scheme Bus shelters – Cllr Howard continued to chase.
8.7 Kingsway Solar – An update was received following the PC Alliance meeting in February. A letter from Richard Buxton Solicitors was received, it was proposed that the letter was signed.  P: Cllr Mundy, S: Bunting, All in fav. A walk and fundraising evening with a quiz were planned for 21st March.  
8.8 Website – Cllr Howard had been added as an admin, and the website was being updated.  
8.9 Election – The Cllrs that wished to stand gave their completed nomination papers to the Clerk who would be taking them to SCDC on 31st March.
8.10 Litter Pick – date was the 21st March.
8.11 Asset and risk register – 9th May, Cllrs Howard, Bunting and Brown would assess the assets and risks.  
8.12 Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Draft Charging Schedule Consultation – Consultation open until 29th March, it was determined to make comments https://www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/cil. 
8.13 Training – Prospective Cllr Information Session – free training offered by CAPALC 18th March 7- 8pm https://www.cambs-peterborough-alc.gov.uk/council_events/prospective-councillor-information-session/ 

9.1 Speedwatch & Moving Vehicle Activated Sign (MVAS) MVAS – College Farm beginning of January, average 370 vehicles a day, 24% speed violations. Horseheath Green, February, average 60 vehicles day. 25% speed violations. Mill Green would be the next location, however it had been vandalised when it was last there. It was hoped it would be ok. Cllr Murray was thanked for her work. It was raised that perhaps a 20mph limit may be appropriate in Cardinals Green, to be discussed in May.
9.2 Footpaths – No concerns were raised. 
10. Burial Ground – Had its first cut, and new bird/bat boxes installed. 
11. Risk Assessment – Defibrillators rescue ready.

12. Finance
12.1. To Approve Payments – SLCC Membership £70, CAPALC membership £351.86. P: Cllr Bunting, S: Cllr Mundy, All in fav.
[bookmark: _Hlk39520722]12.2 Saffron Building Society Account – All of the savings accounts would be transferred to an online instant access savings account with SBS, as the interest was higher than the amount offered by Unity.  
12.3	Account Balances 
· Unity Treasurer’s account	- £1,281.86 as of 3rd March
· Unity Instant Access Savings Account - £35,583.77 as of 31st December. 
· Village Sign Maintenance Fund - £6,391	
· Saffron Building Society Burial Ground Fund - £17,553.35 31st December 2025

 
13. Matters for the Next Agenda – 

14 Complaints - Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with 3d pursuant to Standing Order 11, it was resolved that the Public are excluded from any discussion on this item as it concerns complaints P: Bunting, S: Cllr Brown, All in fav. An update was received. 

Dates of Meetings in 2026 – Friday 8th May Annual Parish Meeting, 11th May Annual Parish Council Meeting, subsequently 
13th July, 14th September, 9th November.  

Cllr Howard closed the meeting at 21.18pm

District and County Councillor’s Report – March 2026
 
Cambridge Growth Company 
You may recall from previous reports that the government have identified Cambridge as an area they 
see prime for growth, due to the boom of the science and tech sector in the Greater Cambridge area. 
The numbers of additional houses that the government think would be sufficient to support this 
economic growth still uncertain, with numbers around the 100,000 mark being mooted, although 
still unconfirmed. 
To manage this growth, and to identify areas to build these new houses, the government have set up 
a development corporation (DevCo) called the Cambridge Growth Company. A lot of the detail of 
how this will be set up is still unclear, but from correspondence with the relevant government 
minister, it would seem that this DevCo would ultimately take planning powers away from the local 
authorities for the larger ‘strategic sites’. The point has been made that to disrupt one of the highest 
achieving planning services in the country could be hugely damaging to the local landscape. This 
point may have fallen on deaf ears, but we will see. 
This does leave some uncertainty over where new developments could be located, as the additional 
housing would be on top of what the District Council is already planning, such as Grange Farm in 
Abington for example. 
There is currently a live public consultation on the Development Corporation, and specifically the size 
of development that would constitute a ‘strategic site’. Our opinion is the higher the better, so as 
much control over planning decisions remains with the local councils. You can see the consultation 
here, please do engage with it! – https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/establishing-a-
development-corporation-in-greater-cambridge - it closes on April 1st (April Fools Day…) 
 
Council Budgets 
Both the District and County councils held their budget meetings in February where they set their 
budgets for the forthcoming financial year. 
Both authorities opted to increase the council tax by the maximum allowed – 4.99% at the County 
Council and 2.99% per year at the District Council. In real terms, this equates to the following 
increase per week on a band D property: 
County Council - £1.63 per week 
District Council – 10p per week 
There are other bodies which demand council tax too, such as the Combined Authority, Police & 
Crime Commissioner etc, and these will also have increased and should be seen on our itemised 
council tax bills. 
 
 
Local Government Reorganisation 
Following the submission to central government, by local authorities in Cambridgeshire, of their 
preferred geographic splits of what new unitary authorities would look like, we now wait until the 
government have digested this information. The next question was whether we would have District 
Council elections this May, as scheduled, as the District Council would be subsumed into a new 
unitary authority the following year. 
However, the election for representatives to the District Council will still go ahead in May this year, as 
planned. 
 
Forest City 
We have previously reported on the ‘Forest City’ idea that is being banded around the media by the 
proponents. For those that aren’t aware, 2 entrepreneurs are promoting an idea of building a new 
eco-city between Haverhill and Newmarket which could take 1 million people. It’s very much in its 
infancy and doesn’t carry any kind of planning merit at this stage. The government aren’t looking at it 
at all and the proposers of this scheme have no background in development or sustainability. They 
are currently trying to get enough high-level support from MPs and business leaders to warrant 
putting the scheme to central government for consideration, but currently it is simply an idea. 
 
20mph Scheme 
Each year the County Council offers parishes the opportunity to bid for areas, or all, of their villages 
to have their speed reduced to 20mph, which previously was very difficult to achieve. Some villages 
in our area have already been successful in this process. 
The application window has new reopened and will be open until the end of March. Full detail can be 
seen at -  https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-
pathways/improving-the-local-highway/applying-for-20mph-funding
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