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                                                                  HORSEHEATH PARISH COUNCIL  

 
Email: clerk@horseheath-pc.gov.uk 

13 The Green, Weston Colville,  
CB21 5NT 

Minutes for the Annual Meeting of Horseheath Parish Council at 7.30pm on Monday 11th May 2026 in 
the Village Hall. Meeting documents were available at http://www.horseheath-pc.gov.uk  

Present: John Howard, Terry Mundy, Paul Hunt, Nichola Murray, Jane Bunting, Jess Ashbridge 
(Parish Clerk). Also present in part County Cllr Henry Batchelor, and one Parishioner.  

1. Election of Officers 

1.1 Chairman – Cllr Howard was proposed as Chairman. Acceptance of office by Chairman to be 
signed. P: Cllr Mundy, S: Cllr Murray, All in fav 

1.2 Vice Chair – Cllr Mundy was proposed as Vice Chairman. Acceptance of Office by Vice 
Chairman to be signed. P: Cllr Howard, S: Cllr Bunting, All in fav 

1.3 Acceptance of Office – Signed by all Cllrs. Cllrs were reminded to submit their Register of 
Interest forms to the Monitoring Officer at SCDC.  

 
2. Determination of Representatives/Responsibilities - Cllr Roles –  

Speedwatch – Cllr Miles  Website – Cllr Howard and Clerk 
Footpaths – Cllr Mundy  Burial Ground – Cllr Mundy 
Speed Sign – Cllr Murray  A1307 Group – Cllr Howard 
Defibrillators – Cllr Howard Finance Overseer – Cllr Brown 
Trees – Cllr Bunting   Neighbourhood Plan – TBC 
Horseheath Village Community Association – Cllr Hunt 
Health and Safety – Cllr Bunting  Flooding – Cllr Mundy 
Street Lighting – Cllr Mundy 
General Power Competence – It was proposed that Horseheath Parish Council should adopt the 
General Power of Competence P: Cllr Howard, S: Cllr Bunting, All in fav. 
 

3. Chairman’s Welcome – Welcomed those present. Congratulations were offered to all Cllrs on the 
uncontested elections, and to Cllr Batchelor, and Cllr Harvey for their re-election. 

4. To accept apologies and reasons for absence – None. Cllr Miles and Cllr Brown were not 
present.  

5. To approve minutes - Parish Council Minutes from the meeting on 9th March. P: Cllr Mundy, S: 
Cllr Bunting, All in fav.  

6. To make any declarations of interest – None. 
 

7. 7 Public Participation – A Parishioner raised a query regarding renewal energy, and whether there 
would be local interest. There was a scheme through Octopus Energy to reduce energy for local 
people, produced by wind. The Parishioner would carry out fact finding. 

8. District and County Council reports – Report appended. Cllr Mundy queried biodiversity net gain 
with local developments. Cllr Batchelor would make enquiries with the SCDC planning department.  

9. Status of planning applications at District Council - None 
 

9.2  Planning Enforcement – The Stables, the PC had been in contact with the Enforcement Officer, all 
conditions had been discharged so building had re-commenced. Two written complaints from 
Parishioners were received about the signs on the A1307.  

 
10.1 Parish Safety Audit – Cllrs Bunting and Brown had carried out an inspection and would report back 
to the PC in July 
10.2 Asset Register – The asset register would be updated as part of the safety audit  
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10.3 Grass Cutting – After much chasing a purchase order had been received from CCC for £1,900, for 
2025-26. Thanks were offered to Cllr Mundy for all the work he had put into the project. Cllr Mundy would 
enquire about being reimbursed for 2024-25. 
10.4 Horseheath Village Community Association (HVCA) – Update received at APM. 
10.5 Land Behind Village Hall – In hand – documents awaited. 
10.6 Policies – Cllr Howard thanked the Clerk for all her work on Council policies. All policies for 2026 
were approved – IT Policy, Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Risk Management, Disciplinary, 
Grievance, Health and Safety, Biodiversity, ICO Publication Scheme v3, and Safeguarding policies. P: Cllr 
Bunting, S: Cllr Hunt, All in fav.  
10.7 Glebelands –  a draft s106 document had been published, but had not yet been signed. Once the 
Decision Notice had been published, the PC would meet with the Diocese, and then would hold a public 
meeting.  
10.8 Bus shelters – No update on the shelters on A1307. Parishioners had advised that they had stopped 
using them, due to safety concerns.  
10.9 Kingsway Solar – No update. 
10.10 Website – An editor had been added for the archive documents. The website was for the Parish 
Council, and complied with local government regulations within Assertion 10.  
10.11 Jim Johnson Memorial Fund – It was suggested that the fund may be used for provision of books, 
as part of the SEN provision at Horseheath Lodge 
10.12 Horseheath Parochial Charities – It was proposed that Tom Harrison be re-appointed as a Trustee 
between March 2026 to March 2028 P: Cllr Howard, S: Cllr Hunt, All in fav. The details on the website 
required updating.  

11.1 Speedwatch & Moving Vehicle Activated Sign (MVAS) update – Report at APM. 
11.2 Footpaths – Triangle at the end of Haverhill Road had been cut by ML Partnership. Other footpaths 
had been cut, or would be cut this week. Footpath from Cricket Ground to A1307 needed to be cut back.  

12. Burial Ground – The 2026 Burial Fees were approved P: Cllr Bunting, S: Cllr Murray, All in fav.  
13. Risk Assessment – Defib rescue ready. 
 
14. Finance 
14.1. To Approve Payments – It was expected that the audit would be £350 approx, ADHD Coaching £90 
for 3 months, £873.60 Zurich Insurance. Additional quotes had been sought from Clear Council Insurance 
and Gallagher, Zurich remained the best value. P: Cllr Bunting, S: Cllr Murray, All in fav. 
14.2 Year End Accounts – The accounts were received. 
14.3 Annual Return 2025-26 – The Internal Audit report was received and actions noted. 
14.4 Annual Return 2025-26 – The Annual Governance Statement was received P: Cllr Mundy, S: Cllr 
Hunt, All in fav. 
14.5 Annual return 2025-26– The Annual Accounting Statement was received P: Cllr Howard, S: Cllr 
Murray, All in fav. 
14.6 Annual Return 2025-26 – The Bank Reconciliation Form was received. 
14.7 Annual Return 2025-26 – The Explanation of Variances Form was received. 
14.8 Annual Return 2025-26 – The Public Inspection of Accounts would occur between 3rd June, and 14th 
July.  
14.9 Annual Return 2025-26 – It was noted that the required documents would be submitted to the 
external Auditors PKF Littlejohn before the deadline of 30th June. 
14.10 Saffron Building Society – The Clerk would instigate a new instant access savings account.  
 
Receipts  

Payment Date and Detail Amount 

23rd  April SCDC Precept £20,000 

 
Payments since last meeting  

Payment 
Date 

Description Payee Amount 

21.04.26 Clerk’s Wages Jessica Ashbridge £422.23 

01.04.26 Allotment Rent South Cambs DC £60 
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14.11 Account Balances  

• Unity Treasurer’s account - £22,169.27 as of 5th May. 

• Unity Instant Access Savings Account - £33,267.29 as of 5th May. 

• Village Sign Maintenance Fund - £6,391  
Saffron Building Society Burial Ground Fund - £17,553.35  as of 31st December 2025 
  
15. Matters for the Next Agenda – Risk assessment, data mapping policy. 
 
Dates of Next Meetings 13th July, 7th September, 9th November.  
 
16. Complaints - Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with 3d 
pursuant to Standing Order 11, it was resolved that the Public are excluded from any discussion on this 
item as it concerns complaints P: The Monitoring Officer had received further complaints, awaiting a 
response from them.   
 
17. Employment - Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and in accordance with 3d 
pursuant to Standing Order 11, it was resolved that the Public are excluded from any discussion on this 
item as it concerns employment P: Cllr Howard, S: Cllr Bunting, All in fav. Funding coaching was 
discussed, and determined to fund until grant funding was available.  
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.12pm. 
  
District and County Councillor’s Annual Report 2026 
County Council 
 
Kingsway Solar Farm 
A few years ago, our area was approached by a solar developer with plans for a very large solar farm in the 
fields around Balsham, West Wratting, Weston Colville and Carlton. If the plans are granted planning 
permission it would be one of the largest solar farms in the country and would be larger than Heathrow 
Airport, Newmarket or the built-up parts of Cambridge. The process is that the applicant has engaged in an 
‘informal consultation’ at the back end of 2024 and ran a ‘formal consultation’ in the summer of 2025. Thank 
you to everyone that engaged with this process, we hope you will keep the energy up to continue this 
engagement through the entire process. The next phase will be that the developers submit a formal 
application to a government planning inspector. Due to the scale of the proposal, the final decision will be 
made by a government planning inspector rather than by any of the local councils. 
There is a local action group, Kingsway Solar Community Action - 
https://kingswaysolarcommunityaction.co.uk/ - who have done some very good work on putting together 
detailed comments on the scheme. If you are against the proposal, please do consider engaging with them. 
Full plans can be seen on the Kingsway Solar website - https://kingswaysolarfarm.co.uk/  
 
Local Government Reorganisation 
In 2024, the government announced that it had plans to reduce the number of local councils in the country 
and merge them into what are called unitary authorities – this would mean one local council that delivered 
all of the services that the District and County Councils currently undertake. The government asked local 
councils to put forward proposals for what they saw as sustainable geographic areas for these new unitary 
councils to operate in. Where we are in South Cambridgeshire the starting point for us is a joint council that 
covers the Cambridge City and South Cambridgeshire areas. This is because a lot of the services, such as 
waste collection, planning and legal, are currently shared already. There could be a case to extend the area 
to include either Huntingdonshire or East Cambridgeshire areas but the starting point for negotiations will 
be the Cambridge City/South Cambridgeshire combination. These options were submitted to government in 
2025. We now wait to hear what their preferred option is in June, and this will then be consulted on further. 
The elections to what’s called the ‘Shadow Authority’ of these new councils will be in May 2027. This 
shadow authority will spend the year setting up the committees, allocating budgets and appointing senior 
staff etc. The Council will then come into power in May 2028 and the District and County councils will cease 
to be at this point too. 
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We appreciate that the majority of people won’t care what form their local council takes, as long as the 
services provided continue in as an efficient manner as possible. However, a change of this magnitude 
represents a significant upheaval, in local government terms, so a big decision. 
 
District Council 
 
Cambridge Growth Company 
Successive governments have announced that they saw Cambridge as a major area for growth in the 
country. To facilitate this, they are in the process of setting up a Development Corporation (DevCo) to 
manage the growth in the area from an economic and strategic perspective. We currently have the 
Cambridge Growth Company, which will ultimately become the new DevCo, who are going through the 
process of identifying the area they want to look at parcels for development in and also what would be 
defined as a ‘Strategic Site’. This is essentially the size a development would be before the DevCo took the 
planning decision on it away from the local planning authorities and made it themselves. There was a public 
consultation on this number earlier this year and we encouraged people to respond with the highest of the 
numbers offered – 1000 houses or over. This is to keep as many planning decisions within local 
government as possible, to maintain an element of control over what is built in our part of the county. 
There will be more to come on this, so keep reading the local press. 
 
Local Plan 
Having said all of that, the District Council still needs to go through the process of submitting its latest 
version of its ‘Local Plan’ to government. This is the plan for where they see developments going over the 
next 30 years. They are proposing that the South Cambridgeshire/Cambridge area needs more housing 
and have suggested sites around the district that can take the housing. One of these areas is Grange Farm 
to the north of Abington. What is being proposed here is a significant new settlement of up to 6000 houses 
plus other facilities. The District Council consulted on this proposal earlier this year and thank you to all 
those that responded with their thoughts. Of course, a scheme of this size will be controversial, as the scale 
of it would mean a significant disruption and a change in our local landscape for the foreseeable. 
The next phase of this process is that the District Council will need to make any changes that it thinks it 
needs to, following the consultation, and then republish a final version of the plan with a view to submitting 
it to government in December this year. There will be more opportunities to formally put your views forward, 
which will likely be at the back end of the summer. 
 
 
Food Waste Collection 
It is planned to introduce a separate food waste collection this year. This is Government policy and we are 
obliged to introduce the new scheme. It will mean having a caddy for food only, it will no longer be possible 
to add food waste to the green bin. This is a major operation for the District Council requiring an additional 
22 vehicles and around 75 new staff. Much of the initial costs are met by Government grants, but not all. 
There will be an extra cost that will need to be met out of the council’s resources. The roll out of this 
scheme has started in South Cambridgeshire and our part of the district is one of the last to receive the 
new food bins, around September time. 
 
Local Elections 
The District Council held its last ever election in May this year, before it is subsumed by local government 
reorganisation. Geoff was re-elected to represent the villages within the Balsham ward. We thank everyone 
for their continued support and, whether you voted for Geoff or not, we will continue to do our best for the 
area. 
 
 
Contact Details 
District Council – Geoff Harvey – geoff.harvey@gmail.com 
County Council – Henry Batchelor – henrybatchelor89@gmail.com  
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