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 ‘Horseheath Cricket Club’ 
Introduction by Stuart Miller, 2015 
 

With thanks to Les Barker and to Willie Sugg of 
www.cambscrickethistory.co.uk for the match reports and player 
lists from the 1850’s.  Linton photograph from ‘Early Cricket in 
Linton’ by George W. Seaman Turner with permission from The 
Cambridgeshire Collection, Cambridge Central Library. 
 

 Secretary’s Minute Book  
and Scorebooks by Vic Clarke - extracts  
1946-1963 
 

By courtesy of Colin Crissall 
 
 Press cuttings  

1850-2014 
 

Match reports from the 1850’s by courtesy of Willie Sugg of  
www.cambscrickethistory.co.uk. 
The cuttings with BNA added behind the newspaper title are from 
www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk.  Images © The British 
Library Board.  All rights reserved. 
Cuttings after 1966 by courtesy of Billy and Wally Potter; Derek 
and Les Barker; and Carol Ketteridge 
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Horseheath Cricket Club 
 
 
 
The earliest reference to cricket in Cambridgeshire was in Cambridge University in 1710, with 
some town clubs like Wisbech, Royston and Newmarket formed later in that century.  The growth 
of village clubs really took off from 1820 to 1850 with over 60 being formed.  The first mention of a 
Horseheath Cricket Club was in 1850 with this announcement in ‘The Cambridge Chronicle’ on 
May 11th. 
 

SHUDY CAMPS AND HORSEHEATH 
Cricket Club – A club has been formed by the above parishes, which bids 
fare to compete with any or all of the local village clubs in the county.  We 
are glad to acknowledge the support of the Gentry in the neighbourhood 
and hope to see some interesting matches between this and other clubs. 

 
There are reports of 2 matches played in that year by Shudy Camps, but with no mention of 
Horseheath – see match reports overleaf.  However in 1851 there was a further announcement in 
the 26th April edition of ‘The Cambridge Chronicle’ about a Horseheath Cricket Club : 
 

           
 
One of the match reports in 1851 calls the team ‘Horseheath and Camps’, with no mention of 
Camps thereafter.  In the same year the club is referred to as ‘Horseheath Park’.  In 1865 there is 
report of ‘Shudy Camps and Horseheath Cricket Club’ which was formed in that year. 
 
There are photographs of village teams in the early 1900’s and in the 1930’s (see Archive photo 
albums) but the club lapsed at some point and was re-constituted after WW2 in December 1946.  
There is a reference in the minutes at that time to ‘the old club’.   
 
Playing successes 
The club joined the Weston Colville and District League in 1949 but was back playing friendlies in 
1951 before joining the Cambs. Junior League Division 6 in 1953 and over the years gained 
promotions to Senior League Division 1, which they won in 1972 and 1988.  Having been 
relegated from Senior League Division 1 in 2013, they were promoted back in 2020.    
 
The club has won the Jack Hobbs Invitation Cup on four occasions in 1971, 1974, 1989 and 2021.  
Other cups and achievements include Junior Challenge Cup in 1966 and 1967; Walker Cup in 
1970, 1974 and 1987; Senior League Division 2 in 1992 and 2005; with 9 Midweek League wins 
between 1973 and 1999 and 12 Midweek Cup wins between 1978 and 2022. 
 
Press cuttings and photographs 
Some press cuttings follow, while team photographs are in the Archive photo albums. 
 
Website 
For information on the current season including fixtures, results and photographs go to 
http://horseheath.webs.com 
 



The cricket fields 
The 1851 announcement mentions a field belonging to J. Webb who was the tenant at Church 
Farm. This may well be the same field as shown on a field map dated 1896 (overleaf + see Map  
section in book 2 of Village Archives for full map), which shows ‘Cricket Field’ to the east of The 
Monford (Montfort) Arms, just north of the main road.  In 1868 there is mention of a cricket field 
’by the turnpike road’ (now Haverhill Road and A1307). The Club also played on a field called 
Pishings or Pigeons opposite The Montfort Arms, south of the main road, although on the 1896 
map this field is called Fishings.  About 1950 the Club leased the current field opposite the Village 
Hall from Manor Farm and erected a pavilion in the early 1970’s. 
 

 
 

1896 Field Names 
 
Players 
Vic Clarke started playing in 1946 and after playing for over 20 years acted as scorer, secretary, 
treasurer and chairman for 42 years.  In the 1960’s Derek Bradman played for Horseheath.  He 
was related to the Australian legend, Don Bradman, whose family originated from Withersfield 
and whose great-great-grandfather, John, was born in Horseheath (see article in ‘Families’ 
section).  Mick Ketteridge first played in 1963 and was still playing in 2017.  He hit the club’s first 
league century in 1979 during which he completed both his 50 and his 100 with 6’s. He also 
plays for Cambridgeshire over-60’s.  In a remarkable double his brother Alan celebrated 50 
years with the club in 2015.  
 
- Players 1850-58 
The Club appears to have been amateur although there were occasional appearances of 
professionals such as Billy Buttress of Cambridge in 1856.  The list below is in chronological 
order   Letters after names denote for which other clubs players appeared : 
A = Abington, C = Cambridge generally, Cambs = Cambridgeshire, Cty = Cambridge County Club,  
H = Haverhill, L = Linton 
 
 
 

W. Freeman H/L 
C.Turner 
C.Pearson 
W.Martin 
H.Cross 
W.Turner 
G.Cooke 
J.Heffer Esq L/Cty 

 

J.Saville 
G.Claydon 
Chapman 
C.Leonard 
J.Jardine 
M.Mayd 
J.Martin 
Rev.G.Perry L 

 

J.Bridge 
F.C.C.Howard L/Cty 
W.Leonard 
Layton 
Rev.W.Syer H 
W.Mayd 
Francis 
Rolf 

 

C.Perry L 
G.Turner 
Rev.G.Simcocks 
Cornell  C/H 
Wakeling L/A/Cty 
Westley 
Richardson L/A 
Clark 



Lofts  
Bellingham 
Mumford 
Wells 
Stanley 
Lindsell 
C.G.Wynch Esq 
Dowell Esq 
W.M.Leake Eaq 
C.Smoothy A/Cty  
P.Pearson Esq 
 

Fitzroy Esq 
W.Blagden 
R.Simcocks 
L.Roberts Esq 
Punchard H 
E.or F.Walton L 
Formby L 
Wm. Buttress C 
Whiffen L 
Newbery 
G.Pearson 

A.Towgood 
Hailes Cty 
Hicks 
C.Wright A/Cty & 
  Cambs 
Gooch 
Hall 
Bowers 
Fletcher 
Griffiths 
 

Jiggs 
Evans 
R.Long L 
E.Towgood L/A/Cty 
  & Cambs 
Paget 
Gurteen H 
Hawkins 
Bellingham 
Nice 
Slater 

 
  
 

 

 
The Linton team between 1853 and ’63.  Two of the players, Richardson (back row 4th from left) 
and Wakeling (front row far left) also played for Horseheath. 
 
 
 
 
 
Stuart Miller, 2017 
With thanks to Les Barker and to Willie Sugg of  www.cambscrickethistory.co.uk for the player lists from the 1850’s.  
Linton photograph from ‘Early Cricket in Linton’ by George W. Seaman Turner from The Cambridgeshire Collection, 
Cambridge Central Library. 







































1850  
12th June – Shudy Camps v Balsham.  S C 67 (C 
Pearson 22/W Martin 18) and 13 for 3 wkts; 
Balsham 34 & 46 (W Martin 5 wkts).  Cambridge 
Independent Press (CIP) 22nd June 
 

27th  June – Balsham v Shudy Camps.  Balsham 
119 & ?; Shudy Camps 137 and 91.  No result 
given.  Pearson, Martin and turner praised for their 
“excellent bowling”. CCh 6th July 
 
1851 
22nd May  Linton (with T Evans Esq of Sawston) v 
Horseheath and Camps.  Linton 49 (Chapman 4 
wkts) & 103(107) (Chapman 5 wkts); Horseheath 
78 (C Turner 22) and 27(31).  Linton won by 45 . 
CCh 24th May 
 
Cambridge Independent Press/BNA 
- Saturday 31 May 1851 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cambridge Independent Press/BNA  
- Saturday 31 May 1851 

 

Essex Standard/BNA - Friday 20 June 1851

 

22nd June – Horseheath v Linton return.  
Horseheath 78 (Mayd 19*); Linton 106.  Linton 
won by 28 runs on one innings.  CIP 26th July 
 
Cambridge Independent Press/BNA  
- Saturday 12 July 1851 

 

 

 



Bury and Norwich Post/BNA - Wednesday 30 July 
1851

 

Essex Standard/BNA - Friday 01 August 1851 

 

Essex Standard/BNA - Friday 15 August 1851 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chelmsford Chronicle/BNA - Friday 22 August 
1851 

 

1852 
Bury and Norwich Post/BNA - Wednesday 09 
June 1852 

 

 

 

 



Chelmsford Chronicle/BNA - Friday 25 June 1852 

 

29th June – Horseheath (and district) v Cambridge 
Britannia.  Cambridge 89 (Wakeling 4 wkts 
/Richardson 5 wkts) & 74 (Turner 5 wkts); 
Horseheath 32 & 7 for 0 wkts.  Cambridge B won 
by 57 runs on 1st innings.  CCh 3rd July 

4th Aug – Cambridge Britannia v Horseheath 
return.  Cambridge 108; Horseheath 77 (Martin 
31).  Match given as drawn although a Cambridge 
win on the 1st innings would have been a common 
way of deciding the match.  Poor weather.  CCh 
7th Aug 

1853 
3rd May – Ashley v Horseheath.  Ashley 211; 
Horseheath 56 & 70.  Ashley won by an innings & 
85 runs.  CIP 11th June 
 
20th June – Horseheath v Ashley return.  Ashley 
won on 1st innings.   CIP or CCh 25th June 
 

 

 

Bury and Norwich Post/BNA - Wednesday 27 July 
1853 

 

July - Horseheath v Linton.  Horseheath 31 & 45; 
Linton 77.  CCh 30th July 

1st Aug – Linton v Horseheath return.  Linton 
62(Turner 5 wkts) & 67;  Horseheath 56 & 56 for 9 
wkts(Martin 34).  Linton won by 6 runs on 1st inns.   
CIP 6th Aug 

1854 
20th  July – Horseheath  v Cambridge Britannia.  
Horseheath  89 (Martin 24) & 146 (C G Wynch 62 
/ Wakeling 22 / W M Leake 20 / Martin 16* ); 
Cambridge B 78 (Wakeling 4+ wkts).  Horseheath 
won on 1st innings.  CIP 22nd July 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Bury and Norwich Post/BNA  
- Wednesday 09 August 1854 

 

30th Aug – Cambridge Britannia v Horseheath 
return.  Cambridge B 44 (Wakeling 4+ wkts / 
Martin 4c)  & 140 (C Wynch 3 st);  Horseheath 70 
(Blagden 18 / Simcockes 17).  Horseheath won on 
1st innings.  “The Horseheath comprised selection 
from Cambridgeshire, Suffolk, Essex, and many 
other counties and places, capable of contending 
with a very strong team.” FS.  CCh 2nd Sept 

1855 
Cambridge Independent Press/BNA  
- Saturday 16 June 1855 

 

 

13th July – Cambridge Britannia v Horseheath 
return.  Horseheath 84 & 46;  Cambridge B 73(2) 
(Wakeling 6 wkts) & 40 for 5 wkts (Wakeling 4 
wkts / F Walton 3 wkts)).  Horseheath won on 1st 
innings.  CCh 21st July 

July – Horseheath v Cambridge Hope.  
Horseheath 59 & 88 (Martin 34/ Heffer 17); 
Cambridge H 75 (Walton 7 wkts) & 41 for 2 wkts.  
Cambridge Hope won on 1st innings.  Horseheath 
praised for “steady and stylish play” in their 2nd 
innings.  Walton’s bowling described as “very 
destructive”.  A return match set for 3rd Aug did not 
take place due to “the Horseheath not being able 
to muster an eleven.  CCh 21st July 

1856 
3rd July – Horseheath v Cambridge Britannia.  
Horseheath 86 (Smoothy 20 / Howard 19 / Martin 
16)& 30 for 0 wkts; Cambridge B 91 (Martin 5 
wkts) & 24. (Martin 6 wkts).  Horseheath won by 7 
wkts.  Cambridge’s Billy Buttress, a much feared 
break bowler, played for Horseheath bowling his 
twisters, while Martin bowled [underhand] lobs.  
CCh 5th July  
 
Chelmsford Chronicle/BNA - Friday 18 July 1856

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Cambridge Independent Press/BNA  
- Saturday 09 August 1856 

 

1857 
 

2nd July – Horseheath v Saffron Walden.  
Horseheath 51 & 25; SW 44 (Chapman 4 wkts / 
Martin 3 wkts) & 51(Chapman 4 wkts / Martin 3 
wkts).  SW won by 19 runs.  CCh or CIP 11th July 
 
1858 
 

26th April – Carlton  v Horseheath.  Carlton 90 & 
22 for 2 wkts; Horseheath 81 & 30.  Carlton won 
by 8 wkts. CIP 15th May 
 
                                                     21st May – 
Horseheath v Carlton return.  Horseheath 74 
(Pearson 31) & 36; Carlton 71 (Pearson 6 wkts) & 
44.  Carlton won by 5 runs.  CIP 29th May 
 
May / June – Haverhill v Horseheath. Result 
unknown  
 
24th (?) June – Horseheath v Haverhill return.  
Horseheath 163 (C Wright 53 / Smoothy 48);  
Haverhill  59 & 33 (Martin 5+wkts).  Horseheath 
won by an innings & 71 runs. CCh 26th June 
1st July – at Babraham.  Cambridge County Club v 
Horseheath.  Horseheath 106 (Fletcher 25 / Perry 
25)& 46; County Club 169 (Martin 5+ wkts).  The 
County Club sides for these two matches included 
C Wright, Wakeling, Towgood and Hales, all 
former Horseheath players. CIP 17th July 

8th July – Horseheath v Cambridge County Club 
return.  County Club 194; Horseheath 54 (W 
Martin 21).  County Club won on one innings.  
Henry Perkins scored 101 for the County Club.  
CIP 17th July 

No Horseheath matches found for 1859-62. 

Cambridge Chronicle and Journal/BNA - Saturday 
14 April 1866 

 
 
Cambridge Independent Press/BNA  
- Friday 23 May 1919 

 

Cambridge Independent Press/BNA  
- Friday 25 July 1919 

 


