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A rare 
cricket 
family 

• MEET THE 
KETTERIDGE 
CLAN... Jason 
Ketteridgeandhis 
extended 
cricketing family 
al play for 
Hofseheath cricket 
club In the CCA 
SoMworks 
League. 
Jason Is at the 
front with (behind 
him in order) Sally, 
Mick, Alan, Rob 
and Stuart Story 
— Page 65. c^f/ini-
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Keeping i t 
in the family 
AS far back as they 

can remember, the 
Ketteridge family have 
always played for 
Horseheath Cricket 
Club. 

Although some members 
might have moved away 
from the area over the years, 
they s t i l l t u r n up every 
Saturday during the cricket 
season to mainta in the i r 
r i ch family tradit ion w i t h 
the village side. 

When their children were 
old enough, brothers 
Mick, 54, and Alan, 52, 
who have played for 
the club for more than 
40 years, gave them a 
cricket ball. 

And in the past four 
years they have been joined 
i n the Solidworks CCA 
Senior One side by Alan's 
three sons Jason, 28, Rob, 25, 
and Stuart 20. 

But even though four 
members of his family play 
for the same team, captain 
Jason admits he is not 
afraid to make changes. 

"Just because we are a l l 
f ami ly does not mean we 
have an automatic right to 
play," said Jason. 

"Any one of us can be 
dropped i f we are not 
playing well or pulling our 
weight.As a team we don't 
play throughout the whole 
season wi thout taking i t 
seriously. 

While Mick's cousins, Les, 
54, and Derek Barker, 49, 
have also played for the 
team - but prefer to spend 
their t ime working as the 
club's groundsmen instead 
— i t is Mick 's daughter 
Sally, 29, who is probably the 
most talented cricketer in 
the family. 

Four years ago Sally, a 
leading Cambridgeshire 
cricketer, who has trained 
with England's best female 
player, Charlotte Edwards, 
was called up for England 
women's under-25 side. 

Her form is so good at the 
moment that she has stayed 

there on merit — Jason 
Considering the training 

and coaching she has had, it 
was no surprise that when 
Jason found himself a 
player short for 
Horseheath's trip to Newton 
two weeks ago, he relied on 
cousin Sally to help him out. 

For the f i r s t t ime this 
season, six members of the 
family played for the same 
team and, with Sally taking 
two wickets for 68 runs, she 
made an immediate 
impression. 

"Most of our opponents 
play with a straight bat and 
don't want to lose their 
wickets to her," said uncle 
Alan. 

"She is a very good bowler 
and, for a g i r l , she is not 

frightened of the balL" 
On Saturday the team are 

away to March and while 
Jason recovers from 
ligament-damage to his 
right ankle, Sally wi l l keep 
her position i n the team. 

"Her form is so good at the 
moment that she has stayed 
there on merit," said Jason. 
" I can't drop her because 
she'll be vital for us." 

The only time the family 
missed a match was i n 
August 2000 when Jason was 
marr ied i n the vi l lage 
church. 

Although the 
opposition that day 
were happy to play on 
the Sunday, the 
C a m b r i d g e s h i r e 
Cricket Association 

were not and Horseheath 
had to forfeit the points. 

The next generation, 
certainly looks promising. 
Jason's son, Hayden, might 
be only 21 months old, but 
he has already been given 
his first cricket ball. 
• Horseheath beat Eversden 
last weekend to keep them 
clear of the relegation 
places. Mike Ketteridge 
defied an eye infection to 
score 72, nephew Rob made 
53 and Garry Ellis 40 to take 
their side to 216 for 9 after Ed 
Hartop had taken 5 for 34. 

Stuart Ketteridge replied 
with 5 for 22, Ellis claimed 3 
for 23 and not even Sid Sabey 
(28) could l i f t Eversden's 
final total beyond 88. 
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Doomed Horseheath left to rue key losses 
Written by MICHAEL VAUGHTON  

Gary Ellis 

Horseheath’s relegation from Mr Cricket CCA Senior League, Division One is a good example of 
the fine margins between success and failure in sport.  The team are now facing up to life back in 
the second tier after eight years at the CCA’s top table following their Division Two title triumph in 
2005.  Third-from-bottom March II are just too many points ahead of Horseheath for them to be 
caught using the average points system. 

But things could have been very different, with the one-wicket defeat to March at the start of the 
month proving to be very costly.  And that was not the only narrow defeat they have suffered – 
champions-elect Burwell II only beat them by 23 runs in June, while Kimbolton & Catworth, who 
were challenging for promotion at the time, defeated them by a single wicket last month. 

“We’ve been in Senior One for a long time, going back to the Seventies, apart from a few years 
when we rebuilt and came back up,” said Horseheath’s vice-captain Gary Ellis.  “When you look 
at it, we’ve lost three games by one wicket and four games by about 15 runs. If we’d win just one 
of those then we’d probably be safe – that’s the story of our season.  “We should have beaten 
Kimbolton away and we only lost by a few runs at Burwell. And if the March game had gone our 
way then it would be in our hands. That was the one that really got us.  “It’s a league where, on 
paper, we could probably beat anyone, apart from Burwell. With their spin attack, you can’t score 
runs against them.  “I think they’ll go straight through Tucker Two without a problem as they’re a 
young side with some experience in there, and they’re the best team I’ve played against for a 
long time.  “Yet we were only a few runs away from beating them.” 

Horseheath, whose penultimate league game is at Fulbourn tomorrow, can put a smile back on 
their faces if they defeat Cambridge NCI II in the Invitation Cup final at Clare College Sports 
Ground on Sunday. 
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50 years not out and Mick's not finished yet 
Written by MICHAEL VAUGHTON  

Mick Ketteridge in action during his 50 year celebration match 

Mick Ketteridge fittingly remained not out as Horseheath celebrated their club legend’s 50th 
season playing for the team in style on Sunday.  The 63-year-old left-hander has enjoyed every 
minute of his half-century spent at the club, and he was honoured when a Mick Ketteridge XI took 
on Horseheath in a 25-over contest.  And his unbeaten 23 helped his team post 183 for 4 in their 
innings, before Horseheath sportingly declared on 183 for 6 to ensure Ketteridge did not end up 
on the losing side after Jake Ellis had struck 94. 

“I’m not one for going over the top with celebrations,” said Ketteridge. “The years have come and 
gone so quickly, and I’ve played so many games.  “It’s just been a way of life for me. It’s been a 
lot of Saturdays playing cricket and 42 years of midweek cricket, as well as lots of other games. 
The list goes on and on.” 

Ketteridge started playing for the club in 1963 having been born in the village, and his brother 
Alan, who is fast approaching 50 years with the club himself, joined him soon after.  As well as 
his sibling, he has also played alongside his daughter Sally and nephews Jason, Rob and Stuart 
in Horseheath kit. 

“I used to bowl many overs and that was my main weapon,” said Ketteridge. “I bowled until about 
four years ago, but I’ve got a niggling arm problem.  “I can still bat and if I can still help the team 
with 20s, 30s and the occasional 40s then I’ll keep going as long as I’ve got two good legs and 
two good eyes.  “There are times when I’ve come home on a Saturday and thought that I’ve had 
enough, but time’s a great healer.” 

And having the support of his wife Carol has also helped Ketteridge rack up his memorable 50.  
“I’ve had a good understanding wife,” he said. “She’s involved with the club and has been 
treasurer for many years. She loves the social side of it.” 

 
 
 



Horseheath’s inspirational Ketteridge 
brothers are 102 not out 
CambridgeNews  |  Posted: July 24, 2015  

By Michael Vaughton 

Alan Ketteridge (front row, third from the left) lines up with the other players in the match to mark his 50th year 
playing for Horseheath. He and his brother Michael (back row, second from the left) have played for the club for 
102 years between them.  
 
 
Alan Ketteridge and his brother Michael have marked bringing up a brilliant century 
partnership for Horseheath.  The siblings have represented the club for 102 years between 
them, with Alan reaching his half-century this summer two years after his brother reached 
the hugely impressive milestone.  Alan, who first turned out for the team when he was 13 
back in 1965, has seen many changes over the decades, but his desire to score runs has 
never changed.  As well as featuring in the CCA League for so many years, he was also one 
of the players to compete in the Haverhill Midweek League when that got up and running 45 
years ago. 

The left-handed batsman was reunited with plenty of old friends as a specially-assembled 
team took on a current Horseheath XI to celebrate the occasion, with the match  also giving 
him another chance to play cricket with his three sons – Jason, Robert and Stuart – as well 
as his older brother and fellow club legend Michael. 

It proved not to be Alan's day with the bat, but his good pal Barry Douglas and his sons did 
not let him down as their team posted a score of 162 from 30 overs.  The current players 
were able to overhaul the score in a tight run chase, with youngster Jake Ellis making an 
impressive 50 before retiring.  After the match there were speeches from brother Michael 
and club president Tom Harrison, while Alan paid special thanks to his wife Irene, who has 
supported him throughout his playing career. 
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Club celebrates Alan’s 50 years 

 
It was a party atmosphere at Horseheath Cricket Club as the club celebrated stalwart 
Alan Ketteridge’s 50th year playing for the club.  Ketteridge first played for Horseheath when 
he was just 12-years-old back in 1965.  The celebration at the ground the weekend before last saw him 
play alongside his three boys; Jason, Robert and Stuart as well as his older brother Michael, who passed 
the 50-year club milestone two years ago himself. 

Not only has Ketteridge, a left-handed batsman, played in the Cambridgeshire Cricket League for so many 
years, he also one of only a few players to be there at the start of the Haverhill Midweek Cricket some 45 
years ago.  He had numerous old friends from years gone by join him on his special day to make up a team 
to play a current Horseheath XI which saw them post a score of 162 from their 30 overs.  The Horseheath 
XI managed to overhaul the target in a tight run chase that was dominated by young Jake Ellis, who scored 
an impressive 50 before retiring. 

 
 
 


